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'To rpg 


READER 


4 is. not; ſo, much for the 
. ſake of the: departed An- 
- thor of theſe Fermony.;: -As 
,. for: thy ſelf,chat this Pres 
7 pg doth. recommend them to 
thy , acceptance .and. perulal ; 
Though, in order hereunto it 1s 
meet that, thou_haye ſome ac; 
count both of the Author, and 
of the reaſons of their publica- 
tion, The Author 38 A perſon 
with whom 1, had ; long lie 
communication by Letters, be 


fore) © keyet ſaw this face, By. = 
(44) ny 


To the Reader. - 
ny of which-,-and by-the full 
teſtimony af his flock, I can al- 
—_ ive thee this true ac- 
oGE of him + Wheti he was 
laid for the exerciſe of the 
Sacred Mini at Newington- 
, neat Sonthwark,, he/ad- 
diftcd hin If entirely to 'the 
winning and eAfyihg of Souls ; 
believing the break ifs of the 
uhſcen world,and life to come ; 
the ' obtaiting of that happi- 
nefs by faith and holineſs,” was 
the end and work: of his Mini- 
and Life. He took heed to 
Hihſelf and to Dofrine,” and 
continued cherejn, that he might 
five” himfe}f, and thoſe - that- 
heard him,. 2 Thm. 4-16. Un- 
Hetellary Queſtions and Con- 


I 


trogxecrlies he avoided : Tn thoſe 
thathe was confirained to med- 
dle with, he much lookr at the 
end,” and adhered to the Dot 
rine which is according to'God- 
lineſs4 carefully ſhanning con- 
tentions and extreams, and that 
manner of difputing or conver- 
fing which deftroyerh Chriſtian 
love. In the Reta Contro- 
yerfies about Predeſtinacion , 
Grace, and Free-will, he held 
to the middle way of Angnſtine, 
Proſper, 8c. andere himſelf 
to proye'and . teach, That all 
evil 1s of our ſelves, and all 
is of God; that God is ns 
amthor of Sin , but yer is the 
Governour of -all che World, 
whoſe abſolute Will cannot be 
fru- 


fruſtrate 3 and: that Chriſtzhath 
| cd. that uiniverſal-canditis 
onal;: gift; of ,pardon, and: life 
which 15: fonhd-1n the: Goſpel, 
ind commanded | his[Miaiſters 
to. preach ;arid offer it; to/all ; 
and ſo of-rthe reſt. 

. But the Errors which Gn 
Faith, Hope,.or Obedierice, he 
would not.make light:gf ; and 
therefore lately wrote:that very 
conſiderable-Treatiſe of the In 
mortality of the. Soul;,' eſpecially 
for the uſe of;ſuch as rezeR not 
Scripture-proot;, leaving; out 
. moſt of the Philoſophical, Rea» 
ſons which Iafidels expeR ; but 
adding fome few of them which 
are of weight; Z though. not a 
Jarge: perforiuance- of: that part 
of the work. He 


To-the Reader. 
Helwas happily too-young' to 
be engaged in the military- or 
uncivil quarrels of this Age. He 
knew * that Chriſts Miniſters 
have work enough of their own, 
in "preaching,' promoting and 
practiſing | the- Chriſtian Faith, 
and' hope of Glory, and keep- 
ing” themſelves 'and others 1n 
obedience, love' and: peace. 
When the Chaiges had: oc- 
caſtoned preat- contentions a- 
bout Church-Worſhip; Admi- 
miniſtrations, Communion and 
Diſcipline, the City of London 
where+ he ' lived attempting to 
ſet up the Prerbyterian Govern- 
ment, + but finding it'very. difh- 
cult, becanſe of the number/of 
Epiſcopal and: Independent Dw(- 


lenters, 


os To tht. Reader. 

ſenters, and becauſe the Parlia- 
ment would give Presbytery wo 
more than 'a | Toleration and 
Recommendation, he reſolved 
to join with no party inthe Di- 
viſion, but to look fimply to 
Gods Word, and: to-do \that 
which there he found paſt Con- 
troverſie., an -unqueſtionable 


duty. Atthat-tme the Mini- | 
Rers of Worcefter ſhare had extred | 


mto an Afﬀociation: 


1. Intheic Worſhip, | Adaai- | 


niftratiom and Diſciphne, / wina- 
nimonſly co: praftice: [oi mach 


as the rhen/:parties, Eprſcopal, | 
Ed newt s | 
that | 


Precbyterian | and Indape 
are agreed 1n;- behevi 
the carthtul practice of fo mich, 


than 


-wduld beeter | reconcile them, | 
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To the: Reader. 


| than firangeneſs and diſputes. 


2, Fo fev upa repular courſe, 
of PerfonaF Conference by Ca- 


| rechiſing & loving-inſtrattions, 


' and exhortations, 'to 


them, for death and eternity, 


| with all che Families in our Pas 


fiſhes, im order, who. would vo- 


* | luntarilyſubmir cocir. 


TE — WW [md Ly Lu 


In the'praftice' of theſe two, 


| weohad: great experience : of 


Gods bleſling. And Mr. Wadſe 


| wok deſiring (as many Comn- 


ties-&d) ro do-rthe like, fent to 
me-' for the draught of onr 


| Agreement ': And becauſe he 
| would avoid = temerity © and 


| needteſs fingularity, he addreſt 


kimfelf- ro the Claſſes of the 


London Miniſters, and asked 


their 


Toithe®Reader, 
theiw Advice; who-told: him-to 
this, -purpole;: [That 'they were 
ugder- many: :binderances :from 
doing- it x ar wen but! they | 
would; not diflwade--nor 'dif- | 
courage him-: from attempting 
it. 4 Which, hereupon he pre- 
ſently did. -\Fo-his conſtant | 
Publick Preaching he':added | 
this work {of Perfonak Ind | 
Family - Inftrution:; riatfonly | 
tr». he the: Sick," birt?, ro 
Teach and! Exhort hicFlock, 
in health,\to-prepare for death; | 
and work, out - their Saleation. 
Tp-Catechize them, andhelp 
them to;underſtand the winds, 
and'. to get down. the [| fweet- 
nels and power--of the matter 
npon. their hearts: Behaving 
. | him- 
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Ta.the, Kea 
himfelf,yith Sabie mac Light, 
with melting Love, aud quigk- 
ning. Jeriquinels; to; thoſe | that 
he ,comverled with ;, that;none 


\be.,left as. dark, diſafc 
ed, or...dead,. as they Were 


(He Uo gave, Canechiſws 2nd 
Teftaments., and ſome . other 


Books moſt ſuited to their ſtate, 
ny the poor oy of his: Pa- 


enga ta. read 
hwy 90d ing 0 ip 
of; cher periogmance and pro- 


| A 


If you; ask —_ he had Mo- 


b ny to; do. all this, he lived fra- 
gally 


:himaſelf ?, He took nothing 


hs beſo much his,own, as to.be 


hid.out/on himſelf any furcher 
than 


To the Readev. 
char nts maltitfit d him} in his 


I. What was not necellary' to 
his perſohaF mainteriance and 
work, he gayeto others, iwvthe 
wiy and oh the: terms, which 

t beſt further theit Sabvaci- 

' Agd what he was enable 
ery himſelf ;hebegd fromſuch 
48 were mots able. - 

''And as tothe aforeſaid! wan 
tier of excrdfng his Adgiini- 
ſtrarjons,and Chucch-diſeipline, 
He and the Ch h. choſe many 
Deacons, and certairy 6f the -> 
atenteſt ati moſt pot eiderdauk 
bers, . who ſhould not be OHi- 
cers, as uttordxined Plers; js 


only 


_ m , 
«CC. [—_—y __— —_ __—_— WW — "I — 


| To the Reader. 
only the Churches Delegates, 
co take ſuch eognizance of the 
adi n, and give uch aſſiſtance 
as the Laity may. do; himſelf 
with theſe Deacons and Dele- 
'gates of the people, met once 
a Month to To what  caules 
required: their open admoniti- 


j 
' 


were to be humbl y and comp 


nate 


T9 .th, aader. 
nate ( with. us, Aw were ſum- 
moned to hear the convincin 
reaſotts of an. Aſſembly of ,Pa- 
ſtars that ſhortly aftcr iter; and 
their hamble Exharrations and 
Prayers for theit Re Atance 3 
bic Mr. VWadfworrhibad gt fo 
muck | of, that alliftabce)) the or- 
der, was heXt- "£0. pabliſh the 
Fo 9 ns ne ran to. the 

embly, att therexpublickly 

et the Sinnet,ito, repent, 

anc 


{6 Congregkiion ©. join 3h 
6 orhis Reptntarice and 
bb wie days toge- 
And'F if, (lf be wergain- 


boy ag to dedlits him unit 
for afnmidion with the 
Church, and requite the peop I 
to Avoid him, and binding him 
. © "over | 


F / 0:tbe Reader. 
.over. $@;the judgrhent of God, 
-who...wilt not pardon the. im- 
\penitent,. 

«\\ I-will- recite. part.of a ſhort 
Writing which his Hearers gave 
me how fince his, Meath, in- their 
-Own words : 

+ At.  bjs firſt comioa to nn. 
ingrog-Butts, which" was ahont 
8653, He preached conſtantly 
twice exithy Lords-day ;, And-bad 
montbly-mrectings with us, where 
be.prayed:ond preached : In tbe 
Suntmetyfar half a year he preach- 
e's Towhinre: And in the winter, 
ans day, of. the week, except $a- 


49s, i wreuber cold nor wet did 


' | _kgep him from bis work ;, which 


wes Proying: and - Expounding, 
——_ be.cetftantly performed at 
| (b2) ſeven 


To the Reader. 
ſeven a Clock an x morning : 
And on Foo be | [et t ot 
ems oft Catechr5 
ing mMAcn. ignorg C00 F/ 
+ Þ, Wo the cored; | 
for. their , "inſirnSlion. - and once 
every week. in the Wi ter, be 
would be-ſpeak a hoop in in - the 
Street at the. end of an Alley, anil 
thither he would ſend_ for the 
ro 'pleont of the Alleys, and 
pr. time int inf ng 

To and. praying wit bem : 
the next 'week be would-'do the 
ſame in another place; and where 
-he himſelf had been-the- former 
week , he would appoint one that 
could write well, to follow him, 
and repeat a Sermon, .and pray 
rib tbe people in theſame place, 
to 


LY ” wks, oy ww — a a. PEP” 


To 'the Keds, 
10 hee /S'y n theth hearts what had 
been 


| WAaÞt ; and ſach of the 
| / BY Bim 2 "Hh 'F - _— not re- 
| Felt Þ my, «whe to 
mt e bearers. 


| - Ft Roth "X'Calt 
oo ies i 1d that 
If Chriſt, 


, og Th | 
No \ 
iy Part 


y"C ted "Pt oo 
: ad Antient Perfts, were 
ow ant the Hore be. 
I» Fae fo he ſent 

a 


| OB Whity or no man 
| Cw Pi es Ws Sale 
> | jo) aye him bis main- 
| | © rep) Yoc oP fbree days a week, 
| to "Wh "heople to read ; by 


| (03) which 


To the: Reader. 
which means aged perſons, ſome 
of frxty years af age, and ſome 
1 fe "id raadisss. to 0 
great comfort : And . to; farther 
their underſtanding of She \Prin- 
ciples of Religion, he Printed a 
ſhort "Catechiſm of Twekve Que- 
ftions and' Anfivers; and gave 
them freely\to all the Pariſhioners 
that would come for them;and for 
them that were poor, and old, he 
bought .a great mnumber of Teſta- 
ments, and gave them to the el- 
der poor people and ſervants that 
could not buy them: ant when 
he asked many poor people why 
they: came \ not to the) Publick 
Worſhip of God, and they. would 
anſwer , betauſe they had net 
cloaths ; be would ftir up ſome 


friends |. 
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| To the Reader. 
friends which be had in Loadon, 
to rehiewe them,” and. ſo got cloth, 
and clothed them. 7 

His: health calling him 
to abide moſt in the Country 
at Theobalds,. he got a grave 
Minifter Mr. Parſons to be. his 


Aſſiſtant in Southwark ; and:fo 


divided his Jabours to Two 
Congreeations, . being one day 


-with' one, and. the next with 


the other. And. having a compe- 
tency of his own, he never took 
any: Stipend -or-\ Maintenance 
from exther of them-; but lived 
as” believing that it is more 
honourable to give than 'to' re- 
ceive: That very ſmall 'pro- 
portion which was | Contribu- 
ted, he left his'Aifliſtant,; who 
(ba) needed 


To- the Reader. 
[needed it, to-receive. 

\'Fhis faithful. Servant of Chriſt | 
did for many years» perform 
theſe hard but aan bboun, 
under that ſore diſeaſe, - the 
Stone in the Reins (which ſome 
think was Pauls. prick in the 
Meſh, thaugh others rather take 
itfor Reproach or Perſecutian). 
And though by the grdinary 
uſe of North-hall- Waters he ſee- 
med lony to keep it under; -yet 
leaving/the Country, & coming 
to--abide again at London, after 
twice preaching with veny great 
fervency, he fell into. that ex- 
tremity of pain,which ina ſhort 
- time brought him to- his Death ; 
which how peaceably and com- 


fortably he underwent to the 
Yi | laſt, 


mw yo 
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To the Reader. 


laſt , Mr. Brag hath told you 


inhisFuneral-Sermon. His dil- 
ſeed body ſhewed that a Stone 
in the Bladder as well as his 
calculous and corrupted Kid- 
neys, was his Death, 

* The affeGtion of his Flock to 
their departed- Paſtor , made 
them defirous that his laſt Ser- 
mons might be- publiſhed ; not 
becauſe they excelled all the 
reſt (for in theſe you thay fee . 
his ordinary fervency and fam- 
liarity 4n' preaching) ; but the 
laſt words of- our friends affe& 
us moſt; and as we remember 
them beſt, ſo we are deſirous to 
commemorate them to others. 

It will be thought by ſome 
an injury to the kk ed Au- 
thor, 


thor, that | fagh, popular, and 
| phin: Exhortations : ſhould;tbe 
publiſhed, . wheame doubt had 
he lived to pulyliſh-them! him- 
ſelf, they would have appeared 
in a leſs homely :drefs. 1But I 
take it for no-- diſgrace. but a 

| and neceſlary. duty ,,-to 
ſpeak the imporcant matters of 
Salvation /( not in a ſlovenly, 
bar) in as plain, and familiar, 
and / fervent” a+ manner, as (its 


well known) the common 1gp- 


norance and dullneſs of moſt 
Hearers do. require. Who can 
too plainly or too earneſt- 
ty to fuch?. And Writings muſt 
be faited co-fuch Readers Capa- 
city, as well as Sermons to ſuch 
bearers, T'wo inſtances encourage 
me 


To the' Reader. 
me-to this recommendation vis. 
The works of Mr. William Fer 

er, and of Mr. Thomas Hooker, 
which were popularly deliver- 
ed-and taken from their rmowths 
in 4o broker and rude a mafiner 
as: greatly. injured the Authors, 
(andare not-ro/paſs as'the'no- 
tice of their judgments ir _ 
of 'Controverlie ) yet di 
good by their” plainneſs td fo fo. 
miliar earneſineſs, thati moſt - 
Books thar 1 knve known : «Bur 
thoſe that the fame wen publiſh. 
ed themſelves in a cloſer-ftife, 
have far leſs profited the world 
of -ordinary ' Readers. Thar 15 
pood, which doth good. 

To' ſhew the reaſonableneſs 
that all Miniſters ſhould deal 
thus 


To theReher. 


thus fairbfully Abad plainly*4withf 


ſuch as aroanderthelrMirniftty: 


I will lay openiſoninettatoFth0 


caſe before you þand ther(%jaid 

reaſonably fink yew ufe Were, 
The Feetnal God deliptitthg HH! 
the wonderful-diyerlity 6Þ RY" 
Creatures, hathanademagooP 
middle naruregrbetweckt Bratt 
and Angels, givibe Ralp Vick" 
power, Reaſon) Prbehltis 
He hath iplacedhiet ir this" 
Warld. as tor 4mzxve ori w&#fat@! 
reſolving that as- he behaveth 
himſelf, 30 ſhall gpoielt hifi} in 
another World: for 16ver P&Pbt 
though his -body be duſt! and 

mult to..duſt reruras;: his ſoul ts 
trom:above, and liveth in blef- 

(ednck or miſery. for” ever. -By 


S1n 
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Te-theReader. 

Sin,wel -have tall forteited our 
right ;zo Heayen But Eternal 
Layeohath ginen; us a Redee. 
mpx;who. is Lad and Man, who 
a$\0pr-Surety became a Sacri. 
fice., for ourifins;” and by his 
Merits hath -parchaſed a Con- 
ditipnal Grant of free forgive- 
neſs; and of” renewing Grace, 
and. endleſs Glory. And being 
aſcended into Heaven, poſlefleth 
It. in our nature; | and interce- 
deth for ys; being now -'as Re. 
deemer, Lord of all. And as 


 theSun aboverusſendeth down 


its beams on Earth, ſo doth our 
Glorified Lord his Spirit;' to 
quicken, enlighten and ſandtifie 
Souls, who were dead and dark, 
and diſaffeied to.God, to Holi- 


neſs 


0 the-Reader. 
ne and Heayenly 'perieftion:; 
And-he hath appointed the Mi- 
niſterjal Office;#hat men m_- 
be.his meſlenptus; 1 t0-'MEN, 15 

acquaipt them withy Hig —_— 
and with the Glory. which:he 
prepareth ifos- them, thatithey 
may: ttbly; believe. 5t , ſoberly 
tbiekptat, du] uly valve it; hear- 
area diligently feek 
i; and: bve-andidic-in the joy- 
tal-expctation-ob it. And: as 

eut Souls-gonverſe not withiouir 
neighbours mmctiately; uti 
andby'our badies.in-whichtbey 
abi ſoithe$fiiric of Ehriſt 
doth: ingot” ordinartly work: 6h 
meri;Spuls wabdut.auy means, 
but\by his. Word--and Works 
who. Miorfters. mult 'de> 


clare. 
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40: thi Reader. 
clare, Man is'not pow put upon 
ſacisfymg;Gods Juſtice, or pur. 
chafing his Salvation by a. price. 
Chriſt hath done theſe, and 
made a free gitt of Grace, and 
Glory to all that will but, pens 
teatly and believingly accept ax. 
Under Gods Grace, mens CYCr- 
aging Salyation. now. lieth 'on 
their,own wills; no men or de- 
vilscan damn. or. undo any. one 
ſoul, :but by his own conſent to 
the; cauſe of his damnaridn. No 
men or devils can keep ous fouls 
irom the Heavenly Glory, bur by 
tempring hjm-to refule ar uadere 
value and;negle@ it, and prefer 
the pleaſurcy of in beſpre iramd 


by, keeping him from -loving, 


deficing and lecking..; it : For 
every 


To the Reader. 
every one ſhall certainly have 
it, 'who had rather. be a holy 
Chriſtian on eatth, and live in 
fe& love and joy with God 
Heaven for ever, than tor 

his filthly pleaſure to enjoy the 
proſperity of this world. To 
acquaint men with this; is out 
WE nifteridl Office; we are char- 
ged 'to ſer before them” the 
Beat Salvation which Chriſt 
ach procured, ' and importu- 
nately to'befeech them to mind 
it, believe it, and accept it, that 
if may be theirs for,ever : we 
believe God, and therefore we 
ſpeak to men as he hath com- 
manded us: We intreat them 


in his Naine, to-turn from fin-" 


ful enmity and folly, and to'be 


I'C- 
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To the Reader. 
'reconcileg 0: God, .and be wiſe 
” .theip Salvation : We tel] 

them -bux, what Gods word ſence 


ho 9 Rp , telleth us and 
af. holineſs is the love 


bh of. Gy and goodneſs, and the 

oa: that the pure, in 
va are bleſſed, for they ſball ſee 
God. _ But without holineſs none 
can ſeg. him ;, We tell them 
from God, That heaven is won 
or.loſt gn carth ; and that none 
ſhall have j it but. ſuch as hence 
learn: to_ love a holy and hea- 
yenly lite; and that the diſlike 
of holineſs is the forfeiture of 
happineſs, and the_ beginning, 
or. farerunner of Hell : We af- 
{ure them, That God will never 
lay, Depart from me ye workgrs 


v2 of 


To'\thei Reader. 


of iniquity, if they” do .not-firſt [ 


by inquiry depart. from God; 
and- that: God' will - not damin 


them, except they damn them< | 


ſelves; by. the. obſtinate final 
refuſing and + reſiſting . of - his 
mercy. We intreat men there. 
fore but to live as men ſhould 
do that love themſelves, and that 
are not | indiftereyt | whether 
they live- in Heaven | or Hell 
for ever. We mtreat them not 
to be worſe to themſelves, than 
the Devil and all their enemies 
are , who cannot make then 
commit one ſm againft their 
wills: And yet after all' this 


warning, intreaty, and 1mpor-- 


tanity, thereare thouſands,and 


tern it thouſands Gor will not .be' 


pcri- 
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To'rbe” Reitle, 
perſwaded;nor regard:the warns 
ino-giver them from God; {one 
will not believe but that a man 
_ dies tke/a 'Dog(and what won- 
der 'if fack live "like; Dogs) 
And {ome will not believe but 
that they; may be faved with- 
out regenerating-grace 'and ho- 
lineſs , 'thongh ' Chrifts' own 
month hath -proteſted the con- 
trary, and told us werily that it 
cannot be;'; Fobn 3/3, 5, 18,15 
Mat. 18:4. Heb.12. 14. Rom. 
8. 6, 7) S, 9, 2, $&c. Mulct- 
tudes ' will not be” brought” to 
underſtand'what"we ſay ;- but 
when we talk of Redemption, 
San@ification, ' and - Salvation, 
{they . hear- us-as ' if 'we {pake 
Greek or Hebrew to'them, and 
| LA (ea) under 


To the Reader. 
under teaching, grow old in ſot- 
tiſh groſſeſt-1pnorance; multi- 
tades are taken up with thelove 


of proſperity, & theilove of this | 


deceiving '*world 5+mialtitudes 
are carried ' away with aſpiring 
ambition aftd-foohf-pnde; and 
more, with +the Joveref fleſhly 
pleaſures; /ahd fativfymg their 
appetites and laſts. :Many poor 
-pcople \(who- every where are 
the moſt)+are fo; oppreſt with 
want, . and- wearied with their 
daily labour, and taken up with 
cares to pay their Rents and 
-Debts, and-.maintain. their Fa- 
milſies, that; they, think it ex- 
euſable-in them if. they: little 
-mind the pleafing- of God, and 
Aaving of 


their ſouls; =_w- 
(£ Ing | 
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To the Reader. 


fing that they have no leiſute 
for it,and God requireth it not” 
at their hands. And-the ſame 
moſt ſervants think,;:who have 
rime little enough for their Ma- 
ſters work; Multitudes have 
fach dead and hardened hearts, 
that when we tell them that 
they muſt ſhortly be in Heaven 
or 'Hell,- as they are here pre- 
pared, . we peak almoſt as to 
blocks,-1or [men aſleep : rhey 
feel not -what - we fay, as if 
they. did not hear as. |, 
We are bid;cry aloud;and tell 
them of [their fin and danger, 
14.58. 1,2; and yet we cannot 
get them to regard and-.feel ; 
God ſaith, Awake. thon tha ſlee- 
peſt, and Chriſt ſhall- give thee 
(c 3) light ;; 


To.tbe Reader) 
light; and-yet we: cannot get 
ther:ta/awake,nor:bearus like 
men that have-thenfe of reaſon, 
and Joye there] ves. Alas, how 
many thouſands are:there whon 
we could-+never perlwade to 
conſider [with deep: and- feriqus 
thoughts, what will become: of 
their Souls when they:are dead; 
nor to-{etk to be:refolved. of it 
from the infallible Ward of 
God ! that never-ſet apart one 
hour 1n their: lives 0 conſider 
ſeriouſly, Whether: they: have 
any title 'to- :Salyation,- which 
they; can» make good 'by- the 
Word: of God ys which oboy 
muſt be-zudged!- 

v1rs, | This, this 18 che cale of 
mulritudes of our neighbours”; - | 
and 
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Toitht Reader. 


and what would you haye a 


Miniſter-to do in fuck a” caſe ? 
ſhould we flatter -and ſmooth 
them /-up in-ran. uaholy life , 
what »thanks would: they pive 
us for thisere Jong, when they 
find themſelves nr hell ?© - 

' Would you thave as ſtand 
by filencey and Jook on, while 
Satan 'thasileaderlvrhouſands to 
perdition ?-Would you have us 
let rhem quietly go to. heYy tor 
fear':-of »diſpleating; theo or 
orhers,or ſeeming to be unrman- 


-nerly or uncivil with them ? 


Would you have us whifper-to 
men that maſt' be awakened or 
undone-for ever, whom 'thun- 
der 'and lightening will not 


awake ? 
(c 4) Alas, 


| To thi Reader. 
Alas, 'we fee:»-men. dying 
daily, and we: are dying our 
ſelves,” and daily look when we 

ſpeak our laſt, and when th 
hear their laſt, - ever-all; thac 
ever they ſhall: hear more- tor 
their Salvation :» We: ſee how 
Time doth pals away b much is 
loſtalready, the: reft is (hort, 
and utterly; uhcerrains- andthe 
ignorance, unbelief; chardhear- 
tedneſs;fleſhblineſs;-worldline(s, 
pride,maligniry: ant anholineſs 
of finfiersx-are* -detperonted , 
 "rony and dammabble +vils; We 
ſee men' when they2ave-tonvin- 
ced,: that they muftiyepearor pe- 
riſb, Luk- 13. 3; 5 ,*putting: it 
off from” day: to-day; when 
they are certain]y to be gone 
ere 
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To the Reader: 


ere long, and never certain of 
one more ..hour: And -alas,;a 
long life 18 little, enough for a 
willing awakened ſerious Chri- 
ſtian ro work out his Salvation, 
and make, his Calling and Ele. 
Gion ſure. 

Sirs, tell: us as Chriſtians, or 
at» leaſt . as, .,men, -;zvhat. faith ; 
and reaſon, and .hymane love 
command us- to. .do;,in-ſuch a 
caſer? ſhall,weforbear,or ſpeak: 
toxthem+in. formality, as on a 
Gaye, as 1t:we- were Players, 
and. not Preachers, and would 
paiſwade them - not .to. believe 
what: we ſay 3 ſhould we let 
them alone;; be» damned, and 
take it for our excule, that they 
qr others were unwilling of our 
la. 


To #he'Reader. 
labours ? Shall we pretend cha- 
fity and hope thar'they have al- 
ready -eftoughly to fave ther, 
while we fee -not fo mach as _ 
knowledg, or any love to Holi | 
nels,nor forfaking of mortal ſiii, 
nor 'any ſerious care 'of Aicie 
Salvation ? - Is it 'the- bffice of 
Charity ro%xrther mens detafi- 
6n' and d#hnation ?-Tf te be. 
 heved not-another life” '60e | 
ſelves, and rhat thereis-a Q6d 
- will reward thertt (and'onu 
ly them ) that diligently» {66k 
kim. (Heb. 11. 6 we would 
uickly tenotince: this vinovare- 
| Miniſtry and Work"; we 
would wiſh "Ute all 'the' Pres. 
chers in the world” were filen- 
ced, and that the people would' 
better 


T6 thi Reader. 
better. ule their Þythes,. that! to 
maintain {uich:ttoublers of 'the 
world. Bur God hath-ſhined in- 
to 0ur minds with. the heavenly 
canyineing -light.. He hath. gi- 
ven'us the firfiitrmuts and-:pledp 
of; Glory : We believe a Heaven 
and: 4: Hell ; and the abfolute 
neceſſity of a holy and heaven- 
ly mind and life ; and we kyow 
why we do believe it. Here we 
have upon-our ſober conſidera- 
tion Jaid np-all. our hopes and 
comforts; and what ſhould we 
perſwade, our neighbours to 
chate, but; that which God hath 
taught us to chuſe ourſelves? 
And wo to him that ever he was 
born, that maketh' not this 
choice,and taketh not the Hea- 
venly 


To the" Reader. 
venly Glory for his portion! 
And now, Reader, I have 
told thee why ſuch Miniſters ſo 
live and labour, as our Brother 
did,, and why I commend to 
thee his Example, aad theſe 
Sermons : The Lord perſwade 
you to uſe what is given' thee. 


Richard Baxter. | 


\Decemb. 18, 
1676. © 
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after a ons 28 hath ſounded 


_ — 


To. thoſe who were Hearers of 
theſe Two Sermons, eſpeci- 
ally ſach of them who yet 


, continue 10 their Security. 


1 Would bepe ( if not the bare 


reading, yet ) the due con- 


ng the Title prefixed to this 
9006-y WP cauſe at leaſt 


this be : It 3s bigh time 


now-to awake out of ſleep : they 
are ſecure ſinners indeed, who 


mpet as loud as ThuWer, 
till bis breath was ſtopt, eſpeci- 
ally conſidering bis laft breath 
was ſbrilleſt of all ) wil 


. mot be awakgned: God forbid the 


Tudg- 


: ' 


, LU 
Oc 


wiloment threatned, 1a. 29. 10, 
ſhonld be the ſad fate of any that 
heard bim: | will: pour. out, 
ſaith God, the” ſpirit! of a'deep 
fleep upon them. Every word 
of which threataing %s terrible; 
Sleep, deep fleep, the ſpirit of a 
deep ſleep, and then the pouring 


out the ſpirit of a deep ſleep : It 


affected me to tink, that this boly 


man of God ( when he went u 
and. took bis Farwel in the Pul- 
pit) ſhould, as it were, ga to the 
top of” lofty Nebo, and (though 
om thence as to bis own partt- 
cular, he had- gs. clear a view 
as Hr» ever "within" my: forty 
Jears obſervation: had of the-Holy 
Land, ot that'of Caanan,-whizh 


flawed with Milk \and\ Honey: 


but | that which Stephen \/am; 
| Ads 
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bis Text, and aſſaſted with ſuch a” 


mighty preſence, with fo. great au- 


thority to warn ſrnuers , as if” be 
aw a flood coming upon them, that 
would drown them elſe ſuddenly in 
perdition:and when be had done, 
that he ſbonld come down,as Mo- 
ſes did, and die as ſoon (it may 
be ) as he did; and (without 2 
may-be) go to Heaven as Moſes 
did. My friends whom T love, pity 
and pray for; tis trueqzwe bawe naw 
no new Revelations, no infallible 
prediftions; but Verba noviſlima, 
the laſt words of ſo' well qualified 
a Watchman, a man ſo ſolid, ſelf- 
denying, ſo holy and heavenly, that 
it was even natural to him to. be 
fo: T ſay the words of ſuch a dying 
Miniſter. methinkgs ſbould be ah 


ways 


« quay. into the Ark,, for” 


<<; elſe,if you be not drowned, you 
may be burnt,you will be demned. 
Read / ly theſe Sermons,and 
give ſlumber to thine eyes be- 
fore thou haſt ſmote upon thy 
breaſt, and cried God be merci- 
Jul to thee a ſinner, if thou canſt, 
- The great wonder-workingGod, 
who of oy ſmore the Rock, . to 
fetch water in abundance, reward 
thee, who ever thou art, that wilt 
ſeriouſly read over avd.; over this 
warm diſcourſe, with ſmiting thy 
rocky heart, till thou canſt read 
no longer for weeping bitterly. 

I bave called it a warm Dif. 
caurſe, which is no impertinent or 
fguiferans: adjund: : when, people 


are 


the flood is a coming;repent quick. :a 


: 


your ears ; My- ub 


CH 
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yF "are in bed,” and the houſe the 
r'J. while fire about their. ears, 1 
=. think be ſpeaketh beſt who ſpeaks 
* loudeſt to awaken them, This ſer- 


want of God now knows and feels 
whether ſpeaking as he ſpake, to 
reach. hearts, not tickſe ears, or 
humour fancies, was not better 
than the rareſt compoſure of any 
Tertullus i» the World. 
Sinners, finners,it is more thatt 
two Months ſince this holy Saint, 


(who hath turn'd preachingto ment 


into praiſmg God with Angels, 
and with the heavenly Inhabi- 
tants ) preached theſe Sermons. 
Are you yet in your fins ? could 
you have thought you ſhould live 
Jo long, and not be cut down like 
dead trees for the fire of Tophet ? 
and do you preſume ſtill ? what, 
| (4) curſe 


curſe anil ſtbear;be drunk, and de. © 
balched ftill'! Whats the ſpirit 
of the old world in you ! will ye 
take no warting! -yont do not take 
your ſelves to be bruits, not to 
Dave immortal ſouls; and yet you 
will not a& like men ; Reaſon,as 
well as the Word off God , doth 
tell you, you are the worſt and 
deareſt purchaſers in all the world; 
ro give a ſoul for fin, is the mad- 
deft bargzin that ever was made; 
the eternal happineſs of the foul, 

for the dirty pleaſure of ſm for a 

ſeaſon. O let 'not the Dewil jear 
. and reproach you in hell for this 

folly. 
Ts: there not a merciful God 
that would forgive and forget all 
that is paſt, if you would even 
now to day fully, without any he- 
ſtation, 


fitation, return ta him © would not 
his boſom be open to receive you £ 
ſhould not you. find a father that 
would fall upon your. neck,, and 
kiſs you, as well as the prodigal 
did To you God crys, upon you 
God waits that he may be graci- 
ous to you. O ye 11 mple « ones, 

how long will ye love ſimplici- 
ty/ Turn ye at my rebuke, and 
I will pour out my {pirit upon 
you ; though your fins were as 
ſcarlet, I le. make them as white 
As fans, Turn ye;turn ye, , Why 
will you die? Will you not 
made clean?when ſhall it once be? 
What would you hawe God ſay 
more to encourage penitent ſit= 
ners © to perſwade men to ceaſe 
loving their luſts, which will elſe 
denn their ſouls ? 


(4 '» But 


But if you will be deceived by 
the Devil, and will gratifie your 
Iufts for 4 moment, though you 
die eternally for it : T muſt tell 
you, fuch a reſolution is like theirs, 
who have made a covenant with 
hell, and with death , and cry 
4 ſbort life and a ſweet ; who for. 
get they have ſouls, while they 
thus ſpeak, and reſolve; and 
will not believe there is a God, till 
they wiſh for rocks and,mountains 
to fall upon them, to hide them 
from him ; nor believe there is a 
bell, till they feel it, 

O what a deep ſenſe had the 
Apoſtle Paul of the miſery and 
immergent ruins of bjs' Country- 
men, Rom. 10.1, His hearts de- 
fire unto God for them was, 
that they might be ſaved ; he 

CO could 
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could wiſh himſelf accurſed that 
they might eſcape. I krow no 
man more like-minded to him 
than this Servant of God, who is 
with the Lord, who delighted in 
nothing,' no work' in the world, 
like plucking brands out of the 
fire, ſaving men from bell, and 
ſending men and women before 
bim to heaven, if be could. 

I hope the impreſſuon upon my 
heart from the conſideration of 
that incomparable tranſport of his 
Soul in the Preaching the laſt 
Sermon ( as if he had known 
his time was ſo ſhort, and that 
Sermon bis laſt) ſhall ſtill remain 
freſh upon me. After Sermon, I 
told him of it ;, and he told me, 
His heart was carried out with 
zeal and pity, that he could 


nor 


net. keep.,to method, but he 
could. not help it. | | 

All that knew him, can bear 
bint witneſs, that be was able 
#0 write or ſpeak for matter and 
form gratefully 'to any 5; but be 
ſtudied plainneſs ;. and therefore 
purpoſely declined great Audito- | 
raes, to my- knowledg ; a clear 
proof of his' meek, and ſelf-de. 
wyong i{pirit : Gain-ſay it who 
. een, He ſought not honour from 
wen ahilft alive ; and now be is 
dead, let his own Works praiſe 
bim #n the: gates. 

If any ſhould enquire why, or 
who call'd. me to interpoſe theſe 
fewrude lines © I only jay, It is 
pia fraus,/to ſteal an opportunity 
toteſtifie mone publickly the great 
generation I bave for the name of 


this 


this holy man, who indeed was 
one of the Sons of Davids Wor- 
thies, As alſo to ſignifie my long- 
ing after the Souls happineſs of all 
that were his ordinary Hearers : 
Whom again I beſeech to read,and 
afterwards to ponder, who and 
what moved him to ſpeak bis 
heart in theſe laſt words unto 
them, if peradventure God may 
give them repentance unto life 
by the Miniſtry of him who not 
only ſaved himſelf, but ſhall ther 
ſave alſo them that heard bim. 


& Fi 


1 Peter III. thelater part of the 18, the 19, 
and part of the 20 Verle. 


Being put to death in the fleſh, but quick- 

'  . ned by the Spirit. 

By which. alſo he went and preached unto 
the ſpirits in priſon, 

Which ſometimes were diſobedient, when , 
once the long-ſuffering of God waited 
in the days of Noah, while the Ark was 


a preparing. i 


W7 N the opening of. this 
ze portion of Scripture, 
J we wlll, 

_ Firſt, Conlider, its 
Scope 3 and..then, we 
will conſider the words 

WWD . themſelves 3. and give 
you a ſhort Explication thereof x and 
then, we ſhall draw that PraQical Obſcr- 
vation frotn them, which the Lord bleſs 
unto your Edification. 
'>S As 
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(2) 
As for the Scope of them (in the for- 
mer part of the 18 7erſe), I have ſhewed 
you how the Apoſtle was acquainting us 
with the great benefit that finners'do re 
ceive from the death of Chriſt ; that-1 
have (already opened to you. Chriſt 
hath once Jufferd for ſent, the juſt. for the 
whjuſt, that he might bring #s to God, 
Now (in the following Yerſes) the A- 


- poſtle paſſeth on from the death of Chriſt, 


unto the life of Chriſt ; and ſhews chat 
we have not only benefit by a Chriſt dy- 
ing, but by a Chriſt living: For, Chriſt 
is our Saviour both ways. We are ſaved 
by his death, meritoriouſly z we are 
ved by his life, as he lives for to ſee the 
purchaſed-bleſſings of his death made 
good to us. Now the Apoſtle in theſe 
words ( I have already read) conſidereth 
the life of Chriſt two ways : 

Firſt, With reſpe& to the world be- 
fore he came in the fleſh 3 with reſj 
to the old World, above Two thouſand 
years before he came in the fleſh ; Je- 
ſus Chriſt the Eternal Son of God was 


alive 
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(3) 
alive then : yea, before the World was, 
he was alive, and was God bleſſed for 
ever; by him the World was made. To 
the old World, even that world that was 
deſtroyed by the Flood, to that world he 
was 4 Saviour by deſignation; and he 
took care of them: The care of mankind, 
from the fall hath been depoſited in the 
hands of Chrift, he hath taken care of fin- 
ners from the fall of man into fin, Then, 

Secondly, The Apoſtle does ſpeak of 
the advantages that the Church hath by 


a living-Chriſt, upon his ReſurreQion- 


from the dead (as he ſpeaks in the 21 v.) 
The figure whereunto, even Baptiſm, doth 
alſo. now ſeve us, ( then there comes in 
a Parenthefis). How does Baptiſm fave 
us > Why, by the Reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chriſt. When he was on earth he preach- 
ed the Goſpel, promiſed pardon and fal- 
vation to the penitent believing fianer, 


4nd died for him when he had (done 


preaching z and aroſe from the dead,and 
s gone to Heaven to make good every 
word. 

B 2 We 


(4) 
We'are now upon the conſideration of 
' the benefits that the-old-World had from 
Chriſt, above twothouſand years before 
Chriſt was born in the fleſh. Why, what 
was the benefit that the old World-had ? 
Why, Chriſt by his Spirit did ſend Nob, 
a Preacher of righteouſnels to preach re- 
pentance to the-old-Word : the Spirit of 
Chriſt was in Noah, by which Spirit Noah 
- » Propheſied of the + deſtruction" 'of the 
world. By which Spirit he-was direCted 
to build the Ark, to prepare for himſelf 
and thoſe that ſhould repent, for that time 
that the Floold ſhould -come\upon the 
world. Chriſt by his-Spirit-' preached 
then, to that world of ſinacrs that were 
drowned: thenz and not only drowned, 
but their ſpirits damn'd : which» was. for 
diſobeying Chriſt; for diſobeying the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt in Noah. | 
Having now-gtven you the Scope of 
the place, we {hall | proceed-- ( accor- 
ding to that light1 have): togive-you the 
underſtanding of -the words and phraſes 
ef this Scripture : for it ſeemeth to- be a 
| Scrip- 
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Scripture-that-is not without its difficul- 
ties.” We! will. begin at the Firſt x 
11Ftrſt, What itis tobe put to death in 
the fleſh 27 (that'we muſt enquire into). 
"'Setordly, 'What is-it to be guickned by 
the. Spirit { 'What does the Apoſtle un- 
derſtand hereby ? 
-Thirdly, What is this preaching 2 What 
are, 
1\Fowrthly, Theſe Spirits that are inpri- 
ſon's And what's the priſon: And lo we 
ſhell-take in what follows in its order. 
i *Being pat to death in the fleſh : 

Who put to death? Chriſt, By whom ? 
By the unbelieving wicked Jews, they 
were his accuſers. Put fo death in the feſb 
by whom 2- By Portivs Pilate as his Judg. 
Put to death in the fleſh, by whom? Why, 
by thoſe Executioners that were employ- 
ed by Pontizs Pilate toſce him Crucihieds 
The Jews, Pontins Pilate, and the Sol» 
diers put him to death. 

Put to- death in the fleſp, What's 
that 2 That is after he was made fleſh, he 
was put to death; as he was man, he hung 


= upon 


(6) 
upon the Croſs : The loſs of blood, and 
the anguiſh and pain, the nails in his feet, 
and in his hands kill'd him ; he died there, 
his ſonl ſeparated from his body be cryed 
with a loud voice and gave up the Ghoſhe 
lo he was put to death in the Fleſh; 
that is, asto his human Nature, That is 
plain : The following words have more 
difficulty in thenr. 
Eut quickxed by the Spirit. 

What's the meaning of quickred £ And 
* What's here meant by 8pirit ? ( that we 
muſt enquire into, becauſe it will tend to 
open the difficulty that lies in the follow - 
ing words): Nuickned,(as the Greek hath 
it) YVivificatxe avtem ſpiritu, made alive, 
which 1s of the-ſame unport with quick- 
wed: he diced as to his human Nature, 
but he did not continue 'in a ſtate of 
death, but was made alive again. Chrilt 
that died for ſinners, was made alive. 
What was made alive £ That which was 
dead. What was deade The man Chrilt; 
fo that thet which died for our fins, was 
wade alive again; that is, raiſed from 
| | the 
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| ( 7 Ja 
the. dead, that's the meaning of it. There's 
nothing can be made alive, but that 
which was dead. The Apoſtle uſeth this 
word Coons, for to ſignifie the Reſur- 
retion of the body; and therefore in 
reaſon it may (ignifie ſo in this place, 
1 Cor. 15. 22, For as in Adam all died, 
ſoin Chriit ſhall all be made alive: Tis the 
ame word Coruntiverrai, made alive : that 
is, they ſhall be raiſed from the Grave; 
$0 here. Chriſt died as to the fleſp, . but 
he was #rade alive: that is, he was raiſed 


from the dead; Raiſed, How was he raiſ- 


ed? (it-follows ) In or by the Spirit, 
What Spirif is here? Why i is that Sp3i- 
rit that did efficiently raiſe him z he was 
quickned in, or by the Spirit. 

Naw by this Spirit, ſay the Papiſps, is 
meant the human Soul of Chriſt. For 
this reaſan it cannot be meant of the Soul 
of Chriſt, becauſe that the Saul of Chriſt 
being a creature, could never quicken, 
could never raiſe the dead body at Chriſt: 
For Chriſt was perfe&t God and perfe& 
Man 3 as he was Man, he had a Soul and 

B 4 body 
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body 3 his Soul and body were creatures; 
and though the Spirit or Soul of 'Chriſt 
was an excellent, pure, holy Soul, with- 
out fin 5 yet it was not-God,” 'and had 
not an Almighty power, None'but God 
could raiſe the dead : therefore the foul 
of Chriſt-could never raiſe the body of 
Chriſt. What was it then ? It. muſt then 
be the Holy-Ghoſt, -it muſt be the Spirit 
of God, which is God, which 4s Almigh- 
ty, that\can raiſe the dead, anddid raiſe 
the dead Chriſt. 4 

For what reaſon do I think that by 
Spirit is here meant the Holy Ghoſt? 
Why, L' will tell you: Bedule all the 
Miracles that- Chriſt, or his - Apoſtles 
did, whether they healed the: ſick, whe- 
ther they raiſed the dead, or caſt out De- 
vils, were all attributed to the S$pirit 
of God, to the Holy Spirit of Chriſt, 
And therefore no wonder if the very Re- 
ſurre&ion - of Chriſt | be given unto the 
Spirit of God. ' And ( if I miſtake not ) 
that is the meaning, or the import of the 
Apoſtle, in Row. 1.3, 4, Concerning his 
$0ox 


9 
you Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, which was 
made of the ſeed of David according to 
the"fleſb: And declared to be the Son of 
God, with-power, according to the Spirit 
of bolirreſs : Holineſs in the abſtraCt, that 
is by the Greeks commonly uſed for the 
concrete, and you may read it thus, Ac- 
cording to the Holy Ghoſt, he was de- 
tlared tobe the Son of God, with power, 
with -the power of-the Holy Gholt, by 
the Relutreftion from the dead ; he was 
raiſed by the Spirit of God, by which 
all works of Miracles were wrought, or 
done by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 3 he was 
raiſed from the dead by this Spirit. 

And now, That which follows will be 
ſomewhat / clear :- For if by being made 
alive, 1s to be -underſtood the Refur- 
rection of Chriſts 'human Nature, and 
by the Spirit that raiſed that human 
Nature, is-to be meant the Holy Ghoſt ; 
then proceeds, by which, or in which, 
he went and preached. He went. Who 
went? Chriſt went. By which Spirit ? 
by which Holy Ghoſt he went and preach- 


c 


(10 ) 
ed 40 the ſpirits in priſon, Why,did Chriſt 
the Son of God preach to the old world 
before he came in the fleſh? Yes, How? 
By his Spirit. What immediately ? No, but 
by Neab, for he was a preacher of righte- 
onſneſs : Why all the Prophets they had 
their Prophetical gifts, and they had them 
all from the Spirit of Chriſt, 2 Pet, 2. 5, 
mobo And ſpared not the old\ world, but 
Saved Noah the eighth perſon, «preacher 
of righteouſneſs, bringing in the flood up- 
on the world of the ungodly, You muk 
know, all the preachers under the Goſpel 
have their gifts from the Spirit z the Spi+ 
rit is employed in ſending them out ; the 
Spirit aſliſteth them z the Spirit ſaid, $e- 
perate me Barnabas and Saul : It was the 
Spirit which ſent all the Prophets out; 
the Spirit of Chriſt ſent out Noah, made 
him his Preacher. So then, by this Spirit 
of Chriſt Novh preached,or Chfiſt preach- 
ed in Noah. To whom? To the Spirits 
in priſon 5 that is, to the ſouls of thoſe 
wicked men that are now in priſon ; that 
were in priſon at the time when Peter did 
writes 
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wite, When God drowned the world, 
that was not all z their bodies lay float- 
ng upon the great Sea, but their fouls 
weat down into Hell. Well; but ſay 
you, Did Chriſt by his Spirit preach to 
them after they went to Hell? No. They 
vere preached to when they were ſomes» 
tize diſobedient, in the times of Noah 5 
vin the verſe following z the Spirits in 
piſon, that were ſometime diſtbedient. 
Diſobedient to whom ? To ghe Spirit. 
When? In the time of Noah ;, for they 
dilobeyed Noab, regarded not his preach- 
ng, or the building of the Ark z look- 

upon him as a mad-man, they took 
not the warning, and were ſwallowed up 
In the flood, and are now in priſon. for 
their diſobedience; they were diſobe- 
_ to the Spirit of Chriſt 1n No» 
4 


The Papiſts, by the Spirits in priſon, 
they would perſwade you, is to be meant 
a Limbus Patrum, (as they call it) a mid- 
dle ſtate betweea Heaven and Hell , 
vherein the Patriarchs were keld _ 
tne 


(i) 
the irmethat Jeſus Ghrift died 51and that 
when: Chriſt was-dead; land+ms body m 
the'prave;(for-that thre6 dayvand mglits) 
that/Chriſt in-his! ſoul did1deſcend> into' 
this Ei bus, and theredid preach himſelf 


unto the foul of 1 abraban; cof Tſuxr,;rand* 


Jacob;' and-the; reſt of thoſe good Spirit 
that were alive-ic former days, and took: 
them-orft:of that;ſtate; and'carritd/ them 
to'Hedven. Thus ſay''the Pupifts5 this 
is their Thterpretationy © 5 ts vo 

Firſt]-But this is not»to-be believed ; 
becauſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſach' 8p3rits 
that were diſobedient, mot of ther Spirits 
ofthe Fathers 2-for the very 'Papiits 
themſavegfpeak-ofno Spirits intherr Lim- 
brr, but only -good-Spirits ; But the A- 
poltte (in;this place\: ſpeaks of none but 
diſobedient Spirits. 

Secondly, Tis a vain Interpretation 
becauſe if that their Lirbas ( or middle 
ſtate!) is'only a receptacle of good Spi- 
rits :<% Why, they needed not to have 
preaching” after their death to them ; be- 
canſe they believed while they were up- 
on 


(13) 

aathe earth : and if'they believed-whilft 
the earth, they. were juſtified ; and 

{they were juſtified, their ſins were ta- 

ken away: and what then ſhould keep 

them out of Heaven?..'Tis a very imper- 

tinent thing to think, that Chriſt ſhould 

iato their Lizzbas, to preach faith to 

that have believed already. 

Thirdly, "Their Interpretation depen- 
deth mucb.,upon the.interpreting the Spi- 
tit by which he was quickned ; inter- 
preting/that to be meant of his ſoul. But if 
that cannot. be meant of his ſoul, but of 
the Holy»Ghoſt, then their notion falls to 
the ground : for they read it thus, Chriſt 
was dead 1n the body, but kept alive in 
tis foul 3: by which he went and preach- 
of unto. theſe Fathers ia their Lizs- 
0, 

Laſtly, The. Scripture is plain'y - that 
Chriſt -did not go dowa into any/ſuch 
niddle-ftatez for he ſaid to the Thief, 
This day ſbalt thou be with me in Para- 
diſe. This cant be any middle-(tate, 
where Paxl ſaid, He ſaw and heard things 
Fhat 
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that werexnutterable. Well then, this is 
that the' Apoſtle meaneth, that thofe $pi- 
rits that are now in priſon,were ſometime 
alive in the body as we, and they heard 
the preaching of the Spirit of Chriſt in 
Noah ; but for their diſobedience they 
were taken off by the flood, and their 
ſouls were laid up in Hell, as in a pri- 


Now the DoQ@trine ſhall be this ; 

That the Spirits or ſouls of wicked men, 
( when they die } they ſhall as priſoners 
of Gods juſtice be dragged out of their 
bodies ; and by the righteous fentence of 
God,ſhall be laid up in the priſon of Hell, 
for their diſobedience unto the Spirit 
of Chriſt, that preacheth in his Mini- 
ſters. 

All this is contained in the words. 

In the opening of it, there are theſe 
things I ſball ſpeak to ; 
_ rſt, What are theſe Priſoners ? Spt+ 


Second] y, How are theſe Priſoners car- 
ried away to their Priſon? By death — 
thole 
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thoſt of the pld world were by a.death 
oauſed by the fload ). 
Thirdly; -What*s this priſon 2 Hell, 
Fourthly, t's:the cauſe of their 

commitment? Di ience,diſobedience 
ts the voice-of the Spirit of Chriſt in his 
Miniſters. 
"Laſtly, -Here is the juſtneſs of the Sen- 
teice implied z for inaſmuch as they are 
Gods: priſoners, ſo they are priſoners that - 
ze juſtly - itmpriſoned. I pray God by 
what you-and I hear of it (this day), it 
my never be any of our lots z that you 

I may never prove any of theſe dread- 
fal Priſoners | 
Firſ#, What ate theſe Priſoners ? 
ery : thoſe immortal Souls that 

and abide in you, while you are in 
this world. Your bodies they are like 
houſes that are made up of clay, ofearth : 
but a houſe is not without its Tenant. 
God hath made no body, but he hath 
made it for a Tenant. Every human 
body hath his Tenant: What's that ? 
The Sou), the Spirit. It is that immortal 
Spirit 


(16) 
Spirit: that is 1n you, by which you live, 
move, a@, reaſon; by which you ſee, 
hear, walk : all the motions that are ſeen, 
or done by any part of Fou, come from 
the Spirit, from the Soul. And as itis 
with an' old houſe; or any houſe, if it be 
pull'd down , the Tenant goes out of 
doors; if it be fir'd down, the Tenant 
ſteps out of doors, and perhaps on the 
other ſide of the (treet, looking upon his 
houſe burning down : The houſe is burnt, 
but the Tenant's alive : So it is with 
you, when theſe bodies of clay of yours 
fall, are they drowned (with theſe of the 
old world); ſhould they be burat, ſhould 
they fall by a Fever, or any other way ; 
your ſouls (like Tenants) they come out ; 
Thatliving ſpirit in you comes out, you 
give up the Ghoſt, give up the Spirit. 
The: body returns (faith Solomon) to the 
earth, your &pirit returns to God, to be 
judged. This is the Priſoner. Bur, O 
what a (ad Priſoner is the foul of a wick- 
ed'man, when ſtript ofhis body! He 1s 
a: naked - Priſoner, and a friendle(s Prt- 
3, ſoner ; 
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ſonerz which are two fad circumſtances 
of a priſfoner- Whea God ſendeth the 
Serjeant death,and ſeizeth upon the ſpi- 
rit of a wicked man, knocks at the door 
of his body ;'the body 1s faſt bolted, 
locked, no getting in. What does death 
do?breaks Town the Bddy,pulls it abut 
his ears : ſometime death drowns him, 
ſometime” death hangs him, ſometime 
ſtabs him, ſometimes he goes to Sea, ahd 
is caſt away, ſometimes a'Cart goes over 
him;and ſo the poor ſoul of the wicked 
man is arreſted ; death lays hold of him 
and drags him away to the Tribunal of 
God, 'and there is he in a naked condi- 
tion : naked of the world,. naked of 
his body : A poor thing! When a 
wicked mans ſpirit is in the world, he 
hath a houſe, a body 3 and out of his 
body he hath the caſements of his eyes 
to look through, and hath ſome kind 
of enjoyment'1n his meats and drinks. 
But when death comes, he pulls down 
the houſe about his ears, and the ſouls 
drag'd away, and there is no more the 

C light 
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light of the Sun, no, more cating and 
drinking, no more the delights of the 
fleſh. He is like the maletfaCtor that 
hath committed ſome great crime, and 
the Prince ſends. the Officers, and they 
ſurround the houſe, and break it open, 
and . drag him away 1n his ſhirt, and 
won't give him time to put on his 


cloaths. This is a ſad ſight. Juſt fo 


will thy wicked foul, O thou wicked ' 


man, be dragged away without ſhirt, 
or hoſe, or ſhoe, out of the houſe of thy 
body. And whea the poor priſoner, 
the ſpirit of a wicked man, 1s ſent by 
death to the Tribunal of God, he is in 
a friendleſs condition. ,If a man is Ar- 
reſted for debt, there may be ſome com- 
poſition; ſome good neighbours may 
come and ſay, Pray have pity, he is a 
poor man, he cannot pay you, he will 
pay you when he can, I will lay down 
ſomewhat for him : you have ſuch a 
thing as that is here, that ſaves the 
poor man from priſon. But alas ! thou 
poor wicked ſoul that wouldeſt take no 
warning, 
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warning, but haſt been diſobedient to 
the Goſpel , when death comes with a 
Commiſhion from God, from Chriſt the 
great Judg of quick and dead, he ſeiz- 
eth upon thee, draggeth thee away 3 
and perhaps, when thou art dragging 
away , thou lookeſt about, what, . can 
[have no friend to intercede for me ? 
Q, for a little more time to repent in! 


 Alittle more time to pay my debts in| 


What, will-none lay dowa a ranſome for 
me? No, No. Thou wicked man , 
while thou art in the body, Jeſus Chrilt 
comes often in his Miniſters, ſaying to 
thee, Thou wicked (inner, thou art 
ten thouſand Talents in debt; Come 
fianer ,- believe 1n me, repent of thy 


fins again(t me, and I will pay all 


thy debts; I will diſcharge them all : 
but thou poor rebel wouldeſt not hear- 
kento it, but thou wouldelt go on, and 
run farther and farther. Now fays 
Chriſt, 1 will have no more to do with 
him ;z- Juſtice, ſeize upon him. Serje- 
ant of death, arreſt him, drag him a- 

2 long 
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long with thee : bring him to my Tri- 
bunal, and there to priſon thou muſt 
go: and now poor ſoul, thou haſt no 
body to pay thy debts for thee 5 now 


thou muſt go, and pay them all thy ſelf : 


but thou wilt never be able to pay the 
* _uttermoſt farthing 3 nay, thou art not 
able to pay one farthing. 

Well, but whether muſt I go? To 
priſon. What's that priſon? Hell (man), 
that's the priſon : (o it is called a priſon, 
Rev. 20.1,2, And I ſaw an Angel come 
down from heaven, having the key of the 
bottomleſs pit, and a great thain in. his 
' hand. And he laid hold on the Dragon 
that old Serpent, which is the Devil 
and Satan, and bound hims Where? 


why where he was looſed afterwards, for 


a time, Yerſ.:7,: Aud when the thouſand 
years are expired, Satan ſhall be looſed 
out of his priſon. This deep pit is here 
call'd a priſon. this deep,pit where! the 
Devil is chained, is a priſon, and thither 
mult every arreſted ſinner be dragged: 
1ato this pit, and Jaid 1n this priſon, in 
cna1ins, 


*. 
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chains, under darknefs. Why, fay you, 


Why is Hell calPd a priſon ( for theſe 
poor ſpirits to be laid in _)? 

Why, becauſe of the reſemblance 
that it hath to a priſon. In theſe 
three reſpects Hell is called a Prifon. 

Firſt, It's a place of puniſhment, as 
Priſons are. 

Secondly, It's a place of Reſtraint. 

Thirdly, It's a place of Abode, 

1. A priſon 1s a place of Puniſhment : 
Alas; your priſons are full of the inſtru- 
ments of puniſhment : Go into a priſon, 
and there you ſhall fee your dark dun- 
gzon, without any light ( or next to 
none ), there you may fee yonr Preſs- | 
yard, where the malefattors are ſome- 


* times preſs'd to death, and you may ſee 


the preſs, and the weights that are laid 
upon them : go into Priſons, and there 
you ſhall ſee Racks to torture men, to 
ſtretch them, to pull their limbs and 
members out of joynt ; there you ſhall 
ſee Chains, Chains for the feet, for the 
hands, to bind them, to load them, to 
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pain them. Priſons are places of puniſh. 
ment, torment, miſery. Hell is called; 
Priſon, becaule it is a place of pain and 
torment. Why, what 1s there 1n Hell 
that anſwers to theſe Racks, Prefles, 
Irons, Chains? Why there is darkneſs, 
there's your Dungeon, utter darkneſs, 
extream darkneſs: For Miſery, there is 
weeping, wailing and gnaſhing of teeth, 
For Torment, there 1s fire, everlaſt. 
ing fire that will never go out, There's 
a rack for the Spirit, there's the worm 
that never dieth. Fora Jaylor, there's 
the Devil, that is in for his own fault, 
and to be tormented himſelt, and totor- 
ment others. O |! '*tis a ſad Priſon! to 
be under a cruel Jaylor, in Chains, and 
fire, with a worm gnawing at the very 
heart, under the wrath of-God ! This 1 
a ſad ſtate, ſinners! a ſad (tate ! The 
Lord help you to believe it. Butyou 
are apt to hear this as a Fable; but be- 
lieve it, you will find this true. The 
old world was as ſecure as you are. Res 
pent, faith God, or I will drown me 
all 


(23) 
all, and ( that which is more YI will 
damn you too : I will ſend your bodies 
torotin the ground, and your ſouls to 
the Priſon of Hell. Noah tells thera o : 
Says God to Noah, Prepare thy Ark a- 
gainf? the time: He did fo. Why what 
did the reſt do? They believed it not, 
they regarded it not; they thought 
Noah muſt ſay ſomething, and they 
look't upon him as a Mad-man, and ſo 
you do Us. Sinners! take heed thar. 
death does not come and drag you a- 
way before you have repeated, and 0- 
beyed the voice of Chriſt in his Mini- 
ſters. The old world becauſe they did 
not repent, they were damn'd for not 
hearkning to Noah ; and you ſhall be 
damn'd if you will not hearken to Us. 
The Lord: awaken your ſleepy ſouls, 
that you may. not (leep the theep of 
deaths that you may not godown with 
your bodies to the Grave, and your 
louls to Hell. 

But again, Hell is called a Priſon, 
becauſe 1t is a place of reſtraintz you 
C 4 can't 
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can't” go eut- when you-pleaſe. Go to 
Newgate 4+:they will talk with you 
through the grates,: but they can't go 
out of doors, neither can friends come 
to them; but. muſt ask the;Jaylor leave ; 

andat he hath commiſſion” to deny any, 
away  you'- muſt, go, though a Wite, 
though a Father 'or Brother : So, poor 
ſoul; when God hath {tript thee of thy 
body, and- laid thee in this Priſon, thou 
ſhalt be reſtrained, and others reſtrain- 
. ed from coming to thee; there's'no 
friend to. come' to thee then. + Nah 
preached to the old world inthe body, 
and fo we: do- to you; but when you 
have by your diſobedience provoked 
God ta cut you off, and lay your fouls 
in this Priſon, there's no'coming! to 
you, no preacher then, no Chriſt,'and 
no Spirit to offer: Salvation then : you 
are poor Priſoners reſtrair.'d and kept 
from all- manner of comtort. Q faith 
the rich man in Hell, Father | Abraham, 
O that ſome would come and give me but 
the refreſhment of a drop of cold water 
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to cool my tongue in this torment | No, 
fays he, . there's a gulf between us aud 


you3*'tis a Gaol, and the Priſoner 1s 


bounded up by the Juilice of God ; and 
there 1s a charge, none ſhall come from 
us to you, nor-from you to us, It's a 
Priſon, you are reſtrained, poor finners ! 
Will you believe? No, you don't be- 
lieve. Becauſe you dont believe, you 
will be damn'd : This damn'd the old 
world, and this will damn you, if you 
don'c belteve. 

Thirdly, Hell is a Priſon, as it is a 
place of Abode. When you are in Pri- 
ſon, if itbe for debt, How can you get 
out? Why theſe Three ways you may 
get out of theſe Priſons. 

1, By breaking of them : but you 
can't break the gates of Hell, no you 
can't 3 you may clamber theſe walls, and 
come down by-ropes : but there is a 
preat gulf, that you may as well think 
of clambering the Stars, as to get out 
ofthis Priſon. And again, 

2. There 1s an other way, it you can't 
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pay your debts, avother may : But there 
15 no paying for you out of Hell. Chriſt 
hath once done it, it you will repent 
he will pay all for you ; bur if once 
clapt into that Priſon, Chriſts blood 
will profit you nothing, Or, 

Laſily, By Pardon. If no body will 
pay the debt, the Creditor may forgive 
him : but believe it, ſinner, /you will 
never have ſach a pardon from God ; 
for here's your time of pardon, if thou 
wilt repent, Chriſt he. will pardon thee, 
To day if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts : batif you die, no more 
pardon, no more offers of Grace ; then 
thou art ſhut up for ever. *Tis a Priſon. 
Never man that was in Hell, got out of 
Hell more. So much for the Third. 

Fourthly, What's the Crime, ({ ha- 
ving diſcourſed of the Prifon) 2 W hat's 
the- Crime 2. Diſobedience. That were 

Sometimes diſobedient in the days of 
Noab... To whom? To the Spirit of 
Chriſt. In whom? Noah. Where 2. In 

the old world. Why; did the Spirit 

appear 
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appear 1n viſible ſhape> No, but in 
Noh, a Preacher of righteouſneſs. They 
hearkned not to Noah, and for that 
they periſhed : That is the great crime 
for which men have from the beginning 
of the world gone down into Hell, for 
their diſobedience to the Spirit of 
Chriſt in his Prophets, and in his Mini- 
ſters. Why, what were the ſins that 
they -were' guilty of, that Noah called 
them to- repent of 2 Why you (hall ſee 
inthe 6 Chap, of Ger. and the 5 ver. 
(they were a wicked ſort of people, and 
made 'God' repent that ever he made 
the, Gem. 6.5), And God ſaw that the 
wickedneſs of ran was great inthe earth, 
md that every imagination of the thought 
of bis heart was only evil continually. 
Here were wicked ſpirits, wicked ſouls 2 
they are the principals in (in, and they 
are the principals in puniſhment. The 
wickedneſs of their hearts. Men are 
condemn'd for the wickednels of their 
thoughts, as well as for the wickedneſs 
of their lives, The 11, 12, 13, Verſes, 
The 
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The earth alſo was" corrupt before God, 
and the earth\was- filled with violence, 
And God looked wpon the earth, and 
behold it. war corrupt : for all fleſh had 
corrupted his wity upon the earth. And 
God” ſaid unto'Nodb, the end of all fleſh 
i come” before me 5 for the earth is fil- 
led'rwith: violence through them : and 
behold ;-T will deflroy them with the 
earth, ere arewicked hearts,and wick- 
ed livesz wicked thoughts, and wick- 
ed deeds: When God does impriſon 
ſouls«4n:Hell, it is for their wicked 
thonghts, as-well as for their wicked 
Itves/3-and-fome of you perhaps never 
take account of the wickedneſs of your 
thoughts ; and” yet - God does take a 
a ſpecial-:accatnt 'of 'your wicked 
choaghkts-Aad-in this (tate of (in they 
were 2 {ecure 'people, they feared no- 
thing 3 -:they went on in trading, and 
merry 1n their buſineſs, as the world 1s 
juitnows: As4n Mat. 24. 38, As in the 


days that were before the flood, they were ' 


eating aud drinking, marrying and gi 
UV1Ng 
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ding in marriage, until the d1y that Noah 
emtred into the Ark, and knew not until 
the flood came, and took them all away; 
ſo ſhall alſo the coming of the ſon of mart 
je. They were ſinners, . wicked rebelli. 
ous ſinners, and ſecure finners, and Noah 
was ſent to awaken them out of this ſe- 
eurity, and called them to repentance, 
and threatned the wrath of God npon 
them if they did not repent. Pat (lays 
Chriſt) they regarded it not; no, 2ot to 
the very day that the flood tame. And 5 
it will be (lays he) againſt the coming of 
the ſor of man. And 1s it not fo'now ? 
Look about your (treets,in the morning 
there -you | hear the- clattering of your 
ſhop doors, and ſetting out of yonr 
vares,and buying and ſelhag; and when 
breakfaſt, or Dinner, or Supper cores, 
you ſet down, and eat and drink 5 you 
le down and riſe .agains and ſometrmes 
jou go to the Change, and bufie you 
re, like ſo many Ants; and here we 
Miniſters of the Goſpel come, like: No- 
<, we ſay, Repent, repent. for God bath 
#p- 
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appointed a day wherein he will judg the 
world for ſin, by the man Chriſt Jeſu, 
Yea, that he hath a priſon to throw your 
ſouls 1n at death, where he hath dark. 
neſs to affright you, and chains to bind 
you ,.and fire to burn you 3 and you 
mind us no more than theſe people did 
inthe days of Noah; no, not you: till 
ſickneſs comes,or the day of your death; 
and then you begin te bethink your 
ſelves,and cry,O that I had an Ark now | 
O that-I had an 1atereſt in Chriſt! 0 
that I had(Grace and a title to Heaven |! 
Now nothing but Chriſt, nothing but 
Grace,nothing but praying and ſending 
for Miniſters tocome and talk with you. 
Here is a Cuſtomer come 1n, O don't talk 
to me'now! O I muſt mind Heaven 
But before that time, you are as careleſs 
as the old World was, until the flood 
came and {wept them all away. O you 
poor fools! what do you do? you are 
bulte for time, and regardleſs for eter- 
nity : Death is at your doors, and you 
know not tow ſoon you may hear the 
blows 
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blows and clattering.about your body, 
and your houſe fall, and your ſouls hur- 
ned away; and yet do you mind no- 


thing but eating and drinking, buying 


and ſelling, and the like., What will you 
do? The Lord awaken you ! Nere you 
it and hear me, and you are ſtupified 
many of you, you gaze upon me, you do 
not kaow what to think of what I ſay; 
aad thou art queſtioning whether what 
[ay be true; and thou art thinking to 
eſcape, but aſſure thy ſelf. ſinner, that 
$#fure as God is in Heaven,thou wilt not 
eſcape, if thou doſt not .believe now in 
this thy day , when God isealling upon 
thee, now hear his voice y but if 'thou 
zoelt on ſecure, as the old World, ſay 
you had warning, and that I gave you 
warning this Cay : God knows but be- 
fore ſeven days hence thou maiſt be iq 
this priſon, O come to Chriſt that your 
debts may be diſcharged. But you go 
way, go to dinner, and come again, 
make it a hearing-buſineſs, and do no 
nore, and think your ſelves ſecure : 


Tits 
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This will not ſerve thy turn, poor (inner, 
10,00; no, this will not do. Go into 
thyCloſet and down upon thy knees,tell 
God what a fintiet thou art; tell him 
how much.thou haſt provoked him,and 
promiſe him to obey him for the time to 
come 3 and never give him reſt till he 
hath given thee an intereſt in Chriſt, and 
an aſſurance of ati Ark x and then go 
comfortably, man, about thy bufineſs, 
When thon haſt got an aſſurance of an- 
other world. Noah might go and eat,and 
drink comfortably, he had an Ark to go 
into when the flood came ſo thou poor 
ſoul if thou wouldſt but repent and be- 
lieve in Jeſus Chriſt, thou maiſt comfor- 
tably eat and drink, and buy and fell as 
thou haſt occaſion, for thou haſt an Ark. 
But for thee to live in a wicked ungod- 
Iy way, and take no thought for eter- 
nity : what wilt thou do ſinner, when 
death comes and awakens thee? O that 
the Lord would awaken you this day! 
How few of you have been a hammer- 


ing upon this Ark ?a making this pe 
I tel 
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tell thee, (I will be a Prophet to 
thee, ſinner!) thou wilt wiſh a thou- 
and times that thou hadſt taken this 
counſel. Be wiſe now in time; thou 
wilt repent that thow haſt not prayed 
tnore , that thou haſt nor repented 
more. O do it now then,for the Lords 
fake; for when thou art oncc thrown 
lato priſon, thou art gone for ever. 
ſt is for the diſobeying of the Goſpel; 
ind therefore the rich man in rhe 
Goſpel cried, Father Abrahdm, I have 
trethren upon earth, O that ſome would 
fag tell them: no, no, fays Abra- 
m;they have Moſes and the Prophets, 
if they will not believe them, neither 
ill they believe, though one go from 
the dead. So then the rich man is in 


« | bell 3 how ſo? Why 1 did not believe 


tay (in would bring me there'? Why, 
ad not Moſes and the Prophets tell 
thee ſo? Yes, But I did not believe; 
0 thar ſome would come from the 
dead ! fo ſinners,you go on in ſin,why 
0 you ſo? Bccauſe you do not be- 

D lieve 
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lieve what will come of it. Why, did 
not Miniſters tell you ſo? and they are 
ſent of Chriſt totell you ſo? hath not 
Moſes and the Prophets told you ſo? 
Yes, yes 3, But you will not believe ug, 
nor Chriſt, nor his Apoſtles, nor A+ 
ſes, nor the Prophets. Men will have 
their (ins, and they will not fear being 
damnedzthough all the whole cloud of 
witneſſes warn them,they regard them 
not. But though you will not regard 
them now, they will all come in as 
witneſſes againſt you at that day, Had 
not you a Bible? Yes, but I could not 
read. But did not you hear it read,and 
had-it preached to you? What can 
you-ſay ? But ſay you, here's a priſon- 
er,and ſent to priſon too, for —_— 
ing the Goſpel ; but is it juſtice for 
God-to ſend 1 men to priſon for not 
hearkning to a company of prating 
Preachers? Prating! God will vindi- 
cate us from prating; I tell you, we 
come with our Commiſſion from God 


to you, and Chriſt ſpeaks by me, ans 
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by every Miniſter that cometh to youz 
in if you rejedt us, you reject him 
if you refleCt upon us for prating, you 
may as well ſay, it is a prating Chriſt. 
We beſeech yox in Chriſts ſtead to be re- 
conciled to God, We come not with 
our own words, but the words of the 
Lord we bring and preach. 

Well, but isit juft for God to damn 
ne thus eternally in a priſon, becauſe I 
will not repent of my fin? Yes. Why? 

Firſt, Becauſe God dots it. 

Secondly, becauſe thou deſerv'lt it. 

God! why what is he? A righte- 
ous God, a juſt God, juſt 19 his nature, 
righteous in all his ways 3 and when 
he does pour out his plagues upon (in- 
ners, the Heavens lorite his Juſtice, 
and cry Hoſanna's to him. See how 
God is applauded in his ſevere ads of 
Juſtice upon men :. Rev. 15. 1,3, And 
tſaw another ſign in heaven, great and 
mervellows, ſeven Angels, having the 
ſeven laſt plagues, for in then is filed 
the wrath of God. Ver.3. And they 

he# 2 ung 
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Jung the ſong of Moſes the ſervant of 
God, and the-ſong of the Lamb, ſaying, 
Great and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty; juſt and true art 
thy ways thou King of Saints. Go An 
gels, pour out the plagues full of my 
wrath upon yonder rebellious ſinners, 
And when the Angels come upon this 
work, Righteows,0 Lord God Almigh- 
y art thou,thok loving King of Saintr: 
hou loving-King of Saints that halt 
. mercy for thouſands, and ten thou- 
ſands of them that love thee': But for 
them that hate thee, Jui? and righte- 
84 art thou, O God, in all thy way: of 
powring ont plagues full of thy wrat 
xpon men. O 'finner, the Angels will 
ſtout up the Juſtice of God for pour- 
ing down the wrath of-Cod upon you. 
So ſinner; do but think.of it 3 ſuppoſe 
thou Drunkard wert to die to night, 
and'to be dragged to the Tribunal of 
Chriſt, and to receive.this ſentence, 
Go, get.thee down to'thy fellow-pri- 
ſoners that haye difobeyed. the _ 
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of my Son. O poor Drunkard! for 
thee to hear thouſands of Angels (pre- 
kntly) ſhout, and ſay, Righteous and 
juſt art thou, O Lord God, for ſen- 
ding that Drunkard to hell. O we 
knew with what a hard heart he per- 
feyer'd in his fins, notwithſtanding all 
the calls and warnings. given him by 
the Spirit of thee our God in thy Mi- 
niſters. Kev. 16. 5, Thou art righte- 
ow, O Lord, which art, and waft, and 
ſalt be, becauſe thou hait judged thus. 
Angels admire God for judging thus 
that is, for judging the ſpirits of wic- 


ked men to hell; and afterwards for 


riſing their bodies, and uniting ſpirit 
and body together, and throwing 

down both into hell. Now, 
Secondly, Thou haſt deſerv'd it, (in- 
ner ; thy crime deſerves it : What 1s 
the crime ? The crime is diſobedience, 
rebellion,ſtubborneſs, obſtinacy in ſia; 
men are damn'd for that. The wicked 
world had evil thoughts, were full of 
evil thoughts and imaginations conti- 
D 3 aually, 


038) 
nually, they were full of violence, full 
of oppreſſion. Were they damned 
for that 2 Yes ; but not.only far that. 
What then ? why it was becauſe they 
were told (by the Spirit of Chriſtin 
Noah) the wickedneſs of. theſe 
thoughts, how they angred God, and 
. God repented that he made them; but 
notwithſtanding this, they would go 
on 3; this is that which damns the fin- 
her ; *tis not barely, becanſe a finner, 
but it is becauſe when he is called up- 
on (by the Miniſters of Chriſt) to re- 
pent, he will not repent. You poor 
ſinners, you have lived liyes without 
God, without Chriſt, prayerleſs lives, 
drunken lives, unclean lives, Sabbath- 
breaking lives; ſhall theſe damn me? 
no ſinner, if thou wilt now (while 
Chriſt ſpeaks by his Miniſters) hear- 
ken to his voice, and not harden thy 
heart againſt the Call of the Goſpel; 
theſe ſhall not damn thee, if thou 
wouldſt byt repent and confeſs them 
tq God,and giye tby ſelf up to Chriſt, 
to 


to be ruled and governed by him: 
God for Chriſts ſake will then blot 
them all out, and they ſhall never riſe 
up in judgment againſt thee, What is 
it damns me then ? , why this, That 
thou art a Drunkard,' and wilt beſo ; 
aSwearer, and wilt be ſoz an unclean 
perſon, and wilt be ſo; a' prayerleſs 
man, (thirty. or forty years) and wilt 
not call upon God : Thou art an ob- 
ſtinate ſinner, a rebellious ſinner ; 
though Chriſt calls by one Miniſter, 
and another, yet thou regardelt it not : 
'tis for this that God will throw thee 
to hell 3 and how juſt a thing is it for 
thee to be damned for ſtubbornneſs ? 
Ifa child hath committed a fault, and 
will be reclaim'd, the father will fore 
give him; but if he will goon (till in 
his ſtubboraneſs,the natural affetions 
af the father will be turned to hard- 
neſs. You ſee the Prodigal when he 
came home crying, 7 have firmed a- 
fainſt heaven and before thee © father 


let me be as one of thy hired ſervants > 
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"Fhe father meets him, falls about his 
neck, and kiſſes him, takes him home, 
and ſays, My ſon was loſt,and is found: 
he was dead, and is alive again ; and 
there was joy andyejoicing.. But if this 
ſon now ;after he - had ſpent all, and 
continued with his harlots, and never 
had thought of. returning, he might 
have died &-ratted there in that field 
withithe ſwine. So ſinner, if thou wilt 
ſtil] keep to thy ſwinifh luſts, and 
there lie and die, and rot, and go to 
hell, God does not matter thee, Chriſt 
will not regard thee. But if it comes 
into thy heart, Lord I amin a ſtarving 
candition, here I am, a rebel, anun- 
clean perſon,a drunkard ; I am a wea- 
ry, ſeeT am undone; I come to thee, 
father, Go gow, and he will accept of 
thee, and receive thee. But if thou 
art ſtubborn and rebellious, and wilt 
goon, thou maiſt expe& no other, but 
that God will infli& upon thee, hell to 
thy ſoul-at death, and at the Reſurre- 
ton, hell to-foul and body. 

But 
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But there are Aggravations of this 
thy ſtubbornneſs, for thou art ſtub- 
bora, 

Firſt, Againſt the tenders of mercy 
that are made to thee. 

Secondly, Againſt the long-ſuffer- 
ing of God to thee, And, 

Thirdly, Thou art ſtubborn, not- 
withſtanding thou haſt had ſo much 
warning, 

And theſe things will juſtifie God, - 
and lay a foundation for condemning 
thee in thine own Conſcience : As, 

Firft, Mercy, mercy ! I will par- 
don their iniquities 3 let a wicked 
man forſake his fins. What then? 7 
will bave mercy upon him, and will 4- 
bundantly pardon him. Here are ten- 
ders of mercy offering ſtrength to 
help thee to conquer thy luſts (accor- 
ding to that of the Prophet), 0 ye 
ſmple ones, how long will ye love ſim- 
plicity? Are you blind? |[ will teach 
you. Are you weak ? I will ſtrengthen 
you. How wilt thon do it? 1will' 
pour 
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pour out my Spirit upon thee, Haſt 
thou a mind. to have Grace? He will 
give \it thee. Haſt thou a mind to 
have the Spirit of Grace and Suppli- 
cation 2 He will beſtow it upon thee, 
But for thee to go on 1n (in, and re- 
je& pardon when offered : What 
canſt thou ſay for thy ſelf? 

Again, Theſe tenders of mercy are 
made with long: ſuffering. There are 
a great many ſinners (lam afraid ſome 
here are not yet Converted), who all 
for a long time have heard Sermons : 
God hath been calling upon you. As 
God ſaid of the old world : Here js 4 
wicked people, What ſhall I do with 
them? What > Why Juſtice might 
have ſaid, deſtroy them. No, faith 
God,they are. a raſh giddy-headed- 
people, I will give them warning. 
How long? Why almoſt one hundred 
and twenty years. So (inner, God 
ſaw thee Drunk, heard thee Swear: Ju- 
ſice might have ſaid, cut him off': 
No, faith God,l will try him with an- 
other 
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other month of Sermons, another 
year of Sermons I will try what my 
Children, that are his Friends, will 
fay to him. O finner | The long-ſuffer- 
ing.of God waiteth upon thee. Grace 
cries, repent, and I will pardon thee : 
Repent, and I will give thee my Sp1- 
rit: though thou art a wicked Rebel, 
I will not ſnatch thee away; I will 
let thee live five years longer, ten 
years longer : O, ifthou goelt to Hell, 
what will Conſcience ſay? O thou 
art a ſtubborn ſinner. Thou mult ſay, 
Righteous art thou, O God, in all thy 
ways, and juſt in all thy judgements. [ 
might have been in Heaven, but I 
would not; and now Iam in Hell, 
and that juſtly ; becauſe I preferred 
my lufts before God. . 

Laſtly, Never fay,”tis an unjuſt Sen- 
tence 3 becauſe God gives you warn- 
ing : There is the merit of the cauſe. 
It nothing will do, Why then' take 
notice God gives you warning. He 
does not let you go on, and ſay, let 
them 
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them alone, I will be even with them 
at length : He might have done fo: 
No, but in pity to poor fianers, he 
gives them warning. Sinner, repent, 
ſaith God, and be reconcil'd to me ; 
come and lay hold upon Chrift, for 
elſe T will dama thee. Take notice 
of it, there is a Tophet prepared, and 
everlaſting burnings prepared, a worm 
that never dieth: and [tell thee be. 
fore-hand what it will coſt thee, and 
yet ſinners will go on ſtill. Never 
complain that God hath done thee 
wrong, he hath offered to pive thee 


| his Spirit to ſanfifie thee, and ſave 


thee. But if thou wilt not, after all, 
thank thy ſelf if thou goeſt to Hell, 
O ſinners, What will you do ? Will 
you imitate the old world, or imitate 
Noeh ? Why, if you imitate the old 
world, . you ſee then what a deſperate 
courſe you are running 3 you are' run- 
ning your bodies to the Grave, and 
your fouls to Hell; For when the 
tlood came there was not one ſpared : 


The 


- 
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The flood takes whole Families ; they 


look gaſtly one at another : Father, 
what ſhall I do ( faith the child)? 
And when the world was full of cries 
and ſcrieks, and they all drowned, 
one would have thought this was e- 
nough, yet God had no pity upon 
them 5 for as ſoon as they were dead, 
their difobedient ſouls were laid in 
Priſon, 

Well now, ſay you, What ſhall we 
do? Why, obey the Goſpel, This is 
your Duty. Obey Chriſt Jeſus ſpeak- 
ing by his Spirit in Us, poor men, that 
are the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt ; for 
we are but as inſtruments to convey 
the mind of the great God: to you 3 
for certainly, what I have Preached 
to you, is: no other than the word of 
Jeſus Ehriſt, and he will make it good. 
O get into ſome corner, and 
mightily to the Lord, aad pray Chriſt 
to pay all your debts for you 5 and 
that the blood of Chriſt might take 
away all your 1niquities, and that you 
might 
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might have, an Ark to ſave you fron 
the fire that will burn the world ; as 
Noah had an Ark to ſave him and his 
hmwafſe from the flood that did drown 
the world ; and then you are ſafe, 
and never ſafe till then. The Lord 
awaken you, that you may take warn- 
ing, and not go away and mind no 
more what you have heard, than they 
did, and ſo be loſt as they were. 
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1 Peter III. thelater part of the 20 Yer. 
——hile the Ark was a preparing : 
wherein few, that is, eight ſouls were 
ſaved by water. 


N the former words you have an 
account given.you of the Deſtru- 
Gion of the old world by the flood. 
They were all drowned, Men, Wo- 
men, and Children. God neither 
ſpared. the grey-headed-ſinner ; no, 
nor the ſucking-infantz children of 
wicked and Rebellious Parents, he 
drowned them all. The reaſon of this 
wrath of God that was poured out 
upon them, was their Diſobedience 
their diſobedience to the Spirit of 
Chriſt, by which Noah Preached to 
them. What did he Preach? He 
Preached to them Repentance, called 
them to repent and reform their lives 3 
and if they would not, God would 
| drowa 
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'drown them all, Why what. were their 
ſins?-Why,the very thoughts and ime- 
ginations of their hearts were evil, and 
that continually. They were men of 
wicked hearts, they were deviſing no- 
thing but miſchief, they. thought of 
nothing but the ſatisfaCtion of their 
luſts. I wiſh it be not the caſe of ſome 
here. I am ſure it is the caſe of every 
unconverted finner, the imaginations 
of his heart are evil, -and that conti- 
noally z for he does defile even his 
good thoughts with unbelief. 

And their fin was likewiſe the fin 
of their lives. Their hands were ful! 
of violence, they were oppreſlors, 
ye were cruel, they were bloody 3 
and beſides this, they were ſecure and 
wanton, and they minded nothing but 
eating and Irinklog and prog. 
and giving to marriage, their whole 
hearts were taken up in theſe things. 
No man enquired after God, no man 
regarded the voice of God in his ſer- 
vant Nozh. God waited upon them, 
(after 
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( after he had fent Noah, and fore- 
warn'd them) above a hundred years ; 
(and that while, was Noah a building 
his Ark), but they deſpiſed the long- 
ſuffering of God, which ſhould have led 


them to repentaiice- and at length the 


 threatned Judgment came upon them, 


and they were drowned, all, but eight 
perſons. This is not all, God did not 
only deſtroy their bodies, but like- 
wiſe (weread here 1n the Apoltle Pe- 
ter their Spirits were laid in priſon, in 
the infernal Priſon of Hell for their 
diſobedience to the voice of Chriſt. 
Having already ſpoken to this 3 The 
Doftrine that I raiſed from this was, 
That thoſe wicked men ( while they are 
intheir = that will not obey the 
voice of Chriſt in his Miniſters, but 
live and die impenitently, their ſouls 
by the righteous judgment of God ſhall 
be condemned unto the priſon of Hell: 
For what is ſaid of this old world, 
will be verified of every impenitent 
finner here, that dieth in his impeni- 
teat 
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tent ſtate; Lord,who is it that does be. 
lieve thy, report 2 Few linners (the 
Lord knows)do regard it. God knows 
his word is little believed. We do 
as little believe theſe things now, as 
the old world did : and as the flood 
came upon them before they were a- 
ware, ſothe ſpirits of ſome here (God 
knows, as Jeremy ſaid, 1do not deſire 
to ſee that evil day) may be in thele 
Priſons before they believe them, 
Death ( ſinners ) is ceming, which 
will drag you to the Tribunal of 
Chriſt ; and aſſuredly Chriſt will do 
you juſtice : I fay,. he will do you ju- 
ſtice. * He that will be faithful to 
his promiſes that he makes to belze- 
vers that obey the Goſpel, he wall 
be faithful to do juſtice to thoſe that 
are diſobedient. He will give you all 
your Mittimus's, he will lay you faſt 
enaugh ;z and when he hath laid the 
Chains on, take them off if you can. 
I know (through your unbelict ) what 
I ſay, ſeems to you but as a Fable : 
So 
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So did the drowning of the world ap- 
pear to be ; but they found it true, 
and ſo will you, it ye repent not, It 
amazeth me, my Brethren (when my 
faith at any time is but raiſed to the 
cloſe of theſe truths of God ; it ama- 
zeth me) to look upon your faces, to 
ſee how indifferently you look, how 
careleſly you look 3 you, look up- 
and-down this place as if theſe things 
did not concern you: but the reaſon 
of it is, you do not believe, your un- 
belief ruins you, and will ruin you 
for ever. ' What man that really was 
ic his wits, and did believe a Hell, 
would venture upon thoſe fins that will 
certainly bring him thither 2 But you 
flatter your Elves in your unbelief, 
that there is no puniſhment to the 
wicked, nor reward to the godly; 
and ſo you goon in fin: Theſe things 
are true (my Brethren), your Conſct- 
ences muſt bear me witneſs they are 
true. No man or woman that are m 
their wits, and did really believe an 
E 2 eternal 


(52) : 
eternal Torment that is laid up for 
the diſobedient to the Goſpel, but 
they would obey be-times,they would 
not go on hardening their hearts a- 
gainſt God : but you do not believe, 
We ſhall preſently make ſome enquiry 
into the reaſons of it. 

We come now to the other part, 
wherein you have an account of a 
few that are ſaved. A few! Lord, 
What a few! Eight perſons out of a 


world of menand women. I do not 


know but the world at that time was 
as full of men and women as it is now; 
for the world was at that time about 
Fifteen hundred years old, and they 
lived many years : ſo that it is likely 
that there was a very numerous com- 
pany of people z and that there were 
great Cities, and great Kingdoms up- 
on the earth. What a ſtrange thing 
,-1s it, that of a world of people there 
ſhould be found but erght perſons 
that would believe a God!And yet tis 
certainly ſo, there was but eight per- 
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fons ſaved ; all the reſt were drowned 
for their diſobedience to the voice of 
the Spirit of Chriſt in Noah. Why 
were no more ſaved? Becauſe there 
did no more believe. They did not 
believe that God was in good-earneſt, 
they did not belteve that Gad would 
fend the flood, as Noah threatned : 
they looked upon Noah as a mad-man 
to build an Ark they knew not for 
what. Juſt ſo does the world now, 
they look upon poor, humble, be- 
lieving Chriſtians, as a company of 
melancholy diſtracted perſons, that 
look ſadly, and pray much, and weep 
much, and hear much, and are. afraid 
of ſinning ; and all this while they are 
but bulic about their Ark : and they 
cry, what a (tir is here that theſe 
people make? I will tell you what 
the meaning of it is : why this world 
is to be burned, and theſe poor ſouls 
are providing againſt the burning of 
the world: The wicked muſt be turn- 
ed into Hell, and all the Nations that 
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forget God, and theſe poor, praying, 
humvle Chriſtians do believe, fear, 
and tremble ; and that is the reaſon 
that they live not. as you live, but take 
that care that they do, to'prepare a- 
gainſt that great day of the Lord. 
And were not you deſperately blind 
and. fooliſh, you would do ſo too? 
There were ejght perſons (laith Peter) 


ſaved. Whieh were they 2 All of one | 


Family, Noah and his Wife 3 there was 
the three Sons of Noah, and their 
three Wives, Ger. 7. 7, eight per- 
ſons in one family, they were ſa- 
ved, they were ſaved from the de- 
luge, they were ſaved from being 
drowned. God knows whether all 
theſe were ſaved from hell (too) of 
theſe eight. For of theſe, 8hem. Ham, 
and Japhet, there was (one of theſe 
Sons) Hem, that did laugh at his fa- 
thers nakedneſs, and God afterwards 
curſed him ; fo that whether- he was 
eternally ſaved, is not a thing certain 
unto ns. But this is ſure, all theſe eight 

| perſons 
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perſons did believe the deluge would 
come, or elſe they would not have 
entred into the Ark, for if any of them 
had looked upon ut as a meer old do- 
ting fancy of their father, they would 
have been aſhamed to have gone into 
the Ark ; but at the ſet-time before it 
began to rain, they all went, there- 
fore they all did believe the. word of 
the Lord, that the deluge would come. 
It's true they received an encourage- 
ment by the miraculous bringing of 
all creatures into the Ark to ſave them 
alive. Pherein few, eight perſons were 
ſaved by water. Saved by water!there 
may be a double ſenſe : 

By water as an inſtrument ; for that 
very water that was the inſtrument of 
deſtruCtion to the enemies of God, be- 
came a means of ſalvation to theſe 
eight perſons ; for it bore up that Ark 
wherein the lives of theſe eight per- 
ſons were. It may be rendered, 

Thus again, But they were ſaved by, 
or through water, ſaved through the 
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danger of water, carried in the-Ark 
through, or upon. the water. 

"The Obſervation that I raiſe frqm 
it, 1s this, 


That though many have the means of 


Salvation offered them, yet there are 
but few that make uſe of theſe means, 
and do obtain Salvation by them. 
The old World had the means, as 
thoſe eight perſons had the ſame 
means; they were told of it, they 
. were a hundred years told of it, God 
wayed long enough; there were ma- 
ny had the means; if they had repen- 
ted, the flood had not come; or if 
more had repented,they had been ſa- 
ved. But theſe eight did believe, and 
they were ſaved by water, the reſt 
had as gaod means as they, but they 
did not repent upon it, they did not 
believe upan tt. 

This ſhould be an awakening Can- 
ſideration to us,that though God does 
afford the means of Salvation ta mul- 
titudes, 
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titudes, yet there are a very few that 
do make uſe of thoſe means, and are 
ſaved by them : I fay 'tis an awaken- 
ing Conſideration, Here is England, a 
great and populous Country, here is 
London a great City, a City that hath 
ſome hundred thouſands of ſouls ia it, 
they have all the means as the old 
World had 3 the Goſpel is preached 
up and down the City, and up and 
down the Suburbs ; the yoice is every 
where, throughout all your ſtreets, 
Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at 
band ; repeht, for there is a day of 
judgment,and Chriſt ismade the Judg 
of quick and dead, that will give ta 
every man according to his works, 
You have all the means, but alas, how 
few of England, how few of Londor, 
or of Southwark are like to be ſaved 
by theſe means! for how few do be- 
lieve what we preach? How few do 
repent upon their ſeeming profeſſion 
of repentance, and believing 2 How 
few reform their lives? how few are 
COn- 
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converted in Sonthwerk, in London, 
in England, 10 as to be healed by the 
grace of God! How few! Azny are 
called(as Chriſt ſaith) but few alas 
Whyhere is perhaps three or four hun- 
dred people here, you have been call- 
ed every ofie of you to repent, but 
when God that ſearcheth the heart, 
cometh for to examine the truth of 
our repentance, and of our faith, how 
few, how few 1n likelihood will there 
be fonnd penitent 2 how few./ alas, it 
was always ſo: Many called, a whole 
world called to repent, but eight be- 
heved. But perhaps you will ſay,that 
was an notorious wicked world, that 
old world ; but ſurely. the world * 
grown better ſince. Truly, there is 
reaſon it ſhould, becauſe they have 
that judgment to awaken them ; but 
we will ſhow you that the hearts of 
men have been deſperately wicked,all 
along to this day;yea,under the richeſt 
means that ever God hath afforded 
the world, from the beginning to this 
very 
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very day. And we will take the ſeed 


of Abraham, and give you ſeveral in- 
ſtances thereof : God promiſed Abre* 
bem, that he would give him a ſeed 
that ſhould be as the ſtars of heaven, 
and would take that ſeed into a Cove- 
nant with himſelf, and that he would 
be their God, and they ſhould be his 
people. What a wonderful bleſling 
was this, for the great God to marry 
himſelf to a people ? And he gave 
them the Covenant of Circumciſion 
for a memorial of this Covenant, of 
this betrothing; he gave them the O- 
racles, and the Promiſes,and was with 
them, in the midſt of them ; he was 
the King of them, he made War and 
Peace for them, he fought for them, 
and defended them. They had all the 
means of Salvation , the belt means 
that the world had in thoſe days. But 
you will ſee how few of thetn made 
uſe of thoſe means of grace that God 
afforded them. 

We will begin with this great peo- 
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ple of Jacob coming aut of Egypt. (The 
Lord help you to conſider what 1 am 
ſpeaking; for many, becauſe they are 
Chriſtians, and are baptized, they be- 
lieve they ſhall be ſaved ; but you are 
deceived, Juſt like the old World, 
they eat, and they drank, they mar- 
ried, 'and gave 1a marriage, and never 
dreamt that God was angry with them, 
and would drown them ; and fo do 
theſe people of England, never think 
that God does intend to burn them.) 
Now you ſhall ſee what advantage 
they made of the means, and you may 
read as1n a glaſs the condition of Exg- 
land, and the moſt parts of the world 
at this day, Numb. 1.45,46, So were all 
thoſe that were numbred of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael. by the houſe of their 
fathers, from twenty years old and 
upward, all that were able to go forth 
to war in Iſrael: Even all they that 
were numbred were ſix hundred thou- 
ſand, and three thouſand five bundred 
and fifty. Thele were the people _ 
Go 
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God brought out of Fgypt into the 
Wilderneſs and afterwards led to 
Canaan, the ſeed of Jacob, fix hun- 
dred thouſand, all men, from twenty 
years old and upward : How valt mult 
be the number of Women and Chil- 
dren, and young men alſo, that were 
below twenty years old ! above fix 
hundred thouſand fighting men! An 
Army of twenty thouſand 1s a great 
Army 3 but a hundred thouſand, that 
is much more: But here was an Army 
of fix hundred thouſand fighting men, 
beſides Women and Children. What 
had God done for this people? I will 
tell you what God. had done for them: 
why, they were in Eg ypt under a cru- 
el hard-hearted- Pharaoh, they were 
groaning under their burden,and God 
remembers his Promiſe made to Abra- 
bazr, That he would viſit his ſeed, and 
bring them into Cayaen. God cometh 
by 449ſes, and commanded them to 
go; They are my people ſaith God, let 
there go and ſerve me. I will not let 
then 
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them go, ſaith Pharaoh; why who 
your God,that I ſhould obey him? God 
. at Jength ſends one plague upon him, 


and ther another, and then another, 
and then a fourth, a fifth, a ſixth, a 


ſeventh, an eighth, a ninth, a tenth; 


ten Plagues God ſent upon him before 
Pheraoh would ſet them go, When 
they were gone, they came to a Red 
Sea,(I am telling you, my Brethren, 
the works of God for his people in the 
days of old, remember them, my Bre- 
thren, they are written for your ex- 
ample, they came to a Red Sea) now 
thinks Pharaoh I have got them in a 
trap, I wi!l. follow them, I will pur- 
ſue, I will overtake, I will deſtroy 
them; bur God makes the Red-Sea 
divide,and bringeth them all through; 
but Pharaoh and his Hoſt aſſayed to 
follow,and God makes the Sea to cloſe 
and drowned themgll. Well, God car- 
ries them from thence to Mount $7749, 
and there was thundrings and light- 
nings, and gave them his Law, and his 
Cove- 
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nants,. and did as it were ſolemnly 
marry that people to himſelf, promi- 
fiing them if they did but do what he 
bid ther, he would be their God, 
and fight their battels, and give them 
counſel. in all their ſtraits, and be a 
defence round about them. Away 
he leads them then, -and gives them a 
Symbol of himſelf ; for if they march- 
ed by night, there was a pillar of 
Firez if by, day, there was a Cloud 
went with them. A wonderful con- 
deſcenſion, that God ſhould do fo 
with them ! They come into a Wil- 
derneſs, they want bread, they begin 
to murmur z Vyell, ſaith God, they 
ſhall ſee what it is to be my people; 
he. gives them bread from Heaven, 
rains down Manna : They want wa- 
ter ; Well, ſaith God, they ſhall not 
want water 3 he commandeth Moſes 
to ſtrike a Rock, and there. came 
ſtreams out of it, and thoſe ſtreams 
followed them where ever they 
went up and down the Wilkder- 
nels ; 
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neſs 3 they wanted Water- no- more, 
- What now became of this People ? 
Here is a good God, he lets them 
want nothing 3; he works wonders 
for them, and delivers them with a 
mighty hand, and gives them Angel; 
food to eat, and water out of a Rock 
todrink; and here he numbreth them 
in the Wilderneſs, Six hundred thou- 
ſand fighting men. What did theſe 
people do? Do! Surely they loved 
God, and were obedieat to his Law, 
and would never murmur againſt him 
more. But did they doſo?- No, you 
ſhall ſee how that before Forty years 
came about, God cutoff all theſe Six 
hundred thouſand men, and left their 
carcaſes to rot in the Wilderneſs, ard 
ſwore in his wrath, they ſhould never 
enter into his reſt. Notwithſtanding he 
had done all this for them, they fo 
provoked him to wrath, and ſo a- 
buſed 'all the means of mercy, that 
God cut them all off: See alſo, 


Numb. 14.28, 29,30, Say wntothent 
(faith 
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Chith God), As traly as T live, ſaith 
the Lord, as ye bave ſpoken in mine 
ears," ſo will I do to you, What had 
they ſaid in his ears > They had mur- 
mared againſt God, and ſaid, God 
hath brought us and our children into 
the wilderneſs to deftroy ww. Well, 
ſaith he, heave heard your murmuring, 
and for your murmuring againſt me, 
your carcaſes ſhall fall in the Wilder- 
eſs 3 and all that were numbred of you, 
according to your whole number, from 
twenty years old and upward, which 
you have murmured againſt me.Doubt- 
leſs ye ſhall not come into the Land 
concerning which I ſware to poſſeſs 
you of, ſave Caleb the ſor of Jephu- 
neh,end Joſhuah the ſox of Nun. There 
were fix hundred thouſand men, and 
among(t them there was but two men 
that did believe that Promiſe that God 
made to Abraham, that he would give 
them Caneer for an Inheritance. O 
read to day as in a glaſs here, the inft- 
delity- of England, and the World ; 
F 
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for as face anſwers to face in a glaſs, fo 
does the face of the generality of the 
men of the world, anſwer to:the fa- 
ces of the unbelieving 1ſraelites, and 
old unbelieving World. 'But faith he, 
Far your little. ones, which ye ſay ſhall 
be « prey z No, (laith God). your. little 
ones. ſhall go into the Land, and ſhall 
poſſeſs it 3 for a knew nothing of 
your murmuring. S&ut as for you, there 
is not 4 man of you ſhall enter into the 
Land. Well, go a, little farther, (for 
the inſtances are many, ) I will paſs 
by all the dealings of God with this 
very people under the Judges, where 
you may read that they were as many 
times | captivated .'( for their re- 
bellion againſt God) as they . had 
a, Judg raiſed up among them; 
but. we will paſs by the time of this 
people under petndgeahecenls the 
time will be ſhort for me to relate all 
the dealings of Chriſt . with | this 
Church) and+we will come to thoſe 
Twelve Tribes, after they. came into 
Ca» 
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'Catna2n, aud were divided into two 
great 'Kingdoms, Ten Tribes under 
eroboams, and Two Tribes under the 
olterity of David, two mighty King- 
doms 3 all of them that had, or might 
have had the Oracles, Promiſes, and 
Covenants, all of theta had. the Bi- 
ble, and might have uſed it. But what 
did they do with it 2 They cri'd them- 
ſelves up, (juſt like Ergland) The 
Church, the Chutch 3 The Temple of 
the Lord; and boaſted of their privi- 
ledges, that there was no people 1n the 
world like them; and that if. God 
ſhould cut them off, he knew not 
where to find another people.See now 
What became of them, We will con- 
ſider the Ten Tribes firſt. In the firft 
of Kings, the 19, and the 11 and-14 
Verſes. And it was ſo,that when Elijah 
beard it,he wrapped his face int 4 man« © 
tle, and went out, ard ſtood in the en- 
thing in of the Cave ; and behold,there 
came a voice unto him, and ſaid, What 
doſt thou here, Elijah ? And be ſaid, 
F 2 (Elijak 
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(Eltjal aid ) 17 have beer very jealow 
for the Lord God of hoſts 3, becanſe the 
children of 1ſrael have forſaken thy 
Covenant, thrown down thine Altars, 
and ſlain thy Prophets with the ſword, 
and I, even T only am left, and they 
ſeek my life to take it away. Here were 
Ten Tribes, a great Kingdom, a peo- 
ple-of the Lord, that had the word of 
the Lord, and the great Prophet of 
the'Lord E/;jab among them , who 
called them to Repentance, and told 
them God was angry with them for 
forſaking Him,and hisCovenant.Why, 
but how many of-this Kingdom did 
fo2 Why truly,for what Elijah could 
ſee, he could not ſee one man, that 
did keep Covenant with God. 7 only 
am left alone. Why what did the reſt 
do?. Why they have all forſaken thee. 
Fhis is ſtrange ! What! the feed of 4- 
braham, all gone ! What they, whoſe 
fathers God delivered out of Eg ypt3 
and-brougtit them 'through the Red- 
Sea, and fed them 'with Manna, and 


gave 
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: gounen water out, of a Rock! Whar, 


get. it all / Ai, forget it all, They 
have left the Lord, and forſaken his 
Covenant. What have they done with 
the Prophets of the Lord? Knockt 
them © the head, (lain them, killd 
them, thrown down his Altars, and 
no worſhipping of God z and yet theſe 
were the men that were the ſced of 4- 
braham,that had all the means of grace 
offered them ; God had, given. them 
many acall, they. had the word to do 
it, and his Prophets to do it, and yet 
we (ce they all left him. Ir is true (as 
God ſaid afterwards 1n reproving El:- 
j4bs jadgment in the caſe, have a few 
more, my Kingdom are not all gone) 
faith Gad, I bave reſerved ſeven thou- 
ſand, that keep Covenant with me. Ai, 
but (wy Brethren) what are ſevea 
thouſand to a whole Kingdom? What 
if God may have ſeven thouſand in 
England to keep Covenant with Gad? 
What if twenty thouſand 2 What are 
they to compare to thoſe many hua- 
F 3 dred 
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dred thoufands that are in England? 
Here you ſee many are called, but few 
choſen; many are taken viſtbly intoa 
Covenant, butthere are few that are 
ſpiritually in C6venant with God, 
Well, what became - of theſe Ten 
*Fribes 2? theſe that had the Oracles, 
Covenant,and Promiſes among them? 
What became of them? Why you ſhall 
ſee what became of them, (no good, 
you may be ſyre, God pays them off 
their old ſcores at length) God 1s a 
long time in reckoning. but be ſure he 
will do them juſtice in the end. He will 
do it, 2. Kine. 17.18, there you (hall 
fee the deltrudtion of them (In the 
I5 verſ. And they rejeted his ſtatutes, 
and his covenants that he made with 
their futhers ——and they fo Yowed va- 
oy gone (Verſ. 18.) the Lord 
wes very angry with Iſrael, and remo- 
ved them out of his fight : there was 
one left but the Tribe of Judab only. 
22. For the children of Iſrael walked 
in the fins of Jeroboam which he an 
they 
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they departed not from them, 23, Un 
til the Lord removed Iſrael out of his 
fgbt as be ſaid by all bis ſervants the 
erophets. (The word of God ſpoken 
by his ſervants and Miniſters, (though 
but men) he will make [it good ; here 
you have Miniſter after Miniſter come 
to-you 3 and believe it, when we ſpeak 
his word in his name, he will take 
care of our honour,and of our word; 
he made good the preachings of his. 
ſervants the Prophets.,). So was Iſrael 
carried gmay out of their own land to 
Afſyria.unto this day. There camethe . 
King of. 4/yria upon them, and took 
them away, and ſpoiled them,and car-. 
ried them away captive, and they ne- 
ver returned more intothe land of Ca-. 
naar to this day. O wicked: people. 7. 
They had the means of grace, but 
would not make uſe of them. You are 
told of Heaven and Hell, and bid to 
repent, but no body repents 3 here 
you give us the hearing, and when 
you have done, you go away ; and 
| F 4 whea 
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when gone, you: paſs on.in_a carnal 
manner, and there is no reformation 
of your lives. | 
' ByT Cray) Whek became. of the 0- 
eulber oe that were under the tuti- 
ogy ng government of the Poſterity 
of David? Why the truth is, they 
were ſometimes better than the other, 
But ſee alſo what became of them for 
their revolts, 2 Chroz. 36.15, 16. But 
what did they do?(theſe were the two 
tribes) They mocked the meſſenger: 

God, and deſpiſed his words, and 
miſuſed his Prophets, until tht wrath 
ork Lord aroſe upon them, till there 
# #0 remedy. 17, Therefore he brought 
por them th King of Chaldees, who 
"rt ko of men with. the ſword, 


it the hawſe of their ſanFuary, and had 
mo compaſſion upon young. man or mai- 
den, old mas, 'or him that ſtooped for 
yo ; be gave thers all into his hand. 
nd this was all for their general re- 
volt that they made from God. Follow 
it (now) to the time of Chriſt ; my 
—_ TD "= a_— 
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Chriſt Jeſus came into the world, and 
preached the Goſpel himſelf, one 
would have thought naw,that though 
they had abuſed all his Prophets of 
ald, yet now his Son himſelf is come, 
ſure they would hearken to him. When 
Chriſt himſelf turns Preacher, and 
works ſuch Miracles among: them to 
confirm his Dodrine, and to eviderice 
himſelf to be ſent fromGad;and all this 
to bring them to Heaven: When Chriſt 
came to preach the Goſpel,did they be- 
lieve him 2 No, he lifted them up to 
Heaven by means; he would as it were 
have drag'd them by torce,he lifted up 
voice and cried, Ho, every one that 
thirfleth, come unto me, and drink of 
the water of life freely. He cried and 
wept over them, 0 that ſbe had known 
the things of her peace { (Mighty ear- 
neſt!) 7 would have gathered her, but 
ſhe would not. And did they believe? 
No. Why, what do they do? They 
conſpire together, and lay hold of him 
as a malefaCtor, and crucified himz they 
put 
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puthimtodeath: & as being very well 
ſatisfied, when that innocent blood was 
ſhed;*O fay they, Let his blood come 

on wr and our: children: we are not 
afraid of his blood. Of all that people 
of the Jews, there was but a few that 
did betieve in him:' And that the 
Apoſtle takes notice of, Rome, 11. 5, 
T"ſay" then; Ver. 1, Hith God caſt off 
his' people £ God forbid. For I am an 
Iſreelite: God hath not caſt away all 
Iſrael; not every individual : For I am 
of the Tribe of Perjamin: And through 
Gods nevey, I am not caſt away (faith 
be), for T1 do belitve in Chrilt, aud 
there are ſome few with me that do be- 
lieve alſo. But what: became of the 
whole Nation ? They are cut off, the 
curſe of God'is-upon them, and they 
area hifling and'diſgrace to this very 
day. I tel} you, Sirs,of theſe pobr-con- 
temptible Jews 3 God offered thema 
Chriſt before he offered him to you : 


Chriſtcame of the/Loyns of a Jew, he” 


was born: (after the fleſh.) of a Jew, 
| he 
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he was firſt ſent to the Jews 3 and 
offered grace firſt to the Jewzz and 
you came in but in the ſecond place. 
But for their Infidelity, God hathcut 
them off, only a remnant, a little ſcat- 
tering lock, they hearkned, they be- 
lieved, they embraced Chriſt, -and 
they were ſaved, and-the reſt were 
cat 'off. Here are a great manyiin- 
ſtances, That mary are called, ' but 
few choſen. Here is a great deal of 
Preaching to England, but few- of 
Eneland like 0 be ſaved : Don't 
think it'a hard cenſure. What a whole 
world drowned, and but eight ſaved? 
What a whole Kingdom of tex Tribes, 
and bnt ſeven thouſand ſaved? What, 
thab great Kingdom of Judah cut off, 
and but a few of them ſaved 2-'There 
were (it'is true) a/good ſeed 1a that 
Kingdom of Judah, but take the ge- 
nerality of them, they did pravoke 
God -as much as her Silter Sameriz 
did.-Well, But what ſhall we ſay of our 
ſelves? Look in the glal(s of the Chri- 
{tian 
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ſtian Church, and:thea tell me, how 
many: among us-arelike to be ſaved? 
2'Cor.' 6.10, Know ye not, (Ver. g,) 
that the unrighteons ſbell not inherit 
the Kingdom of God e (and if they do 
not, they ſhall never be ſaved ; for 
noge are ſaved, but they inherit the 
Kingdom of God) Who are they? 
Why- God knows, ſome of you may 


read /your own Names here in your 


Character. Be not deceived, neither 
fornicators, or unclean perſons : you 
know what it means : If there be any 
wanton perſons here, the Lord give 
you Repentance. Such as you are for 
the flood; and for the fire, and for 
Hell. God hath ſet you a-part. The 
Lord give you Repentance. - No Ido- 
ater, no Image-worſhipper, no Hoſt- 
worſhipperz ſach as thoſe Popifb 
Idglater, worſhipping Saints and 
Angels, and praying to a peice of 
bread, as unto God himſelf, Theſe 
are Idolaters. God will not give his 


hogour to any other. And Papiſts 
will 
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will know in the end, that they have 
wronged God, to give his honour to 
a peice of bread.. God will not be 
wronged of his Glory. Be not de- 
ceived, many [dolaters have been apt 
to flatter themſelves, that it ſhall go 
well with them z but they have de- 
ceived themſelves, and ſo will theſe 
inthe end. No Adulterers, the Lord 
help you to look into your hearts and 
lives : There 1s an Adulterous heart, 
and an Adulterous life; none ſuch 
ſhall enter into the Kingdom of God. 
Theſe are all for the flood, theſe are 
ſet a-part for burning : afſuredly, you 
ſhall be burned, if you repent not. 
Believe it, it will be fo, if you re- 
form not; you may laugh and mock 
at me, and Paxl, and the Bible, as the 
old world did at Noah. Nor effemi- 
nate, not abuſers of themſelves with 
mankind. No Thieves : that is, that 
repeat not 1n their time. No Drex- 
hards;, mark, that you Ale-houſe- 
haunters,and Tavern-haunters ! None 
of 
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of theſe, not a man of them ſhall be 
faved, except, in time they repent and 


reform their lives. Say you ſo? None, 


of them 2 No, none of them ſhall in- 
herir the Kingdom of God. AH, but 
(by your leave) we won't believe 
you tho, I know there are but 
few will believe it. I knew it before 
] came to you, before I read this Text, 
Lord who hath believed our report 1 
have been a Preacher Cup and down) 
two and twenty years, and have had 
experierice of the hardneſs of mens 
hearts. I can Preach to them, and 
take them in a room, and fit an hour 
over a hard heart, and make it no 
more ſtir, than a rock : No, he dos 
not believe, turns away, and laughsat 
(perhaps)all thecounſel given him.But 
whether you believe, or believe not, 
This day know, God hath given you 
warning; you are men as certainly 
ſet afide, and deſigned to be eternal- 
ly burned , as the old wicked world 
vas deſigned to be drowned. And 
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ifyou ſay why do I give you this no- 
tice? Why, The Lord in mercy gives 
it you, that 1n time you may repent. 


'But if you repent not; as the. flood 


drowned the old world, fo Hell will 
burg and: torment you. 

But truly I have not come to the 
half of that which I intended. 

The Queſtion will be, What is the 
reaſon that men will not believe? 
What, but eight perſons believe,in a 
whole world 2 But' one Elijah in a 
whole Ten Tribes > What, but one 
Elijah 2 No truly, for ought that he 
knew. What, but a remnant in the 
time of Chriſt 2 No,but a remnant. So 
but a few,a very few in England. What 
s the reaſon of all this ? why the gene- 
ral. reaſon of it all, is this : Neither 
would the old world believe, that 
God was in good earneſt; neither 
would 7/7ael believe, neither will Eng- 
land believe ;they don't believe what 
sfaid. No, What it God ſpeaks by 
a Nogh, will you believe? No. —_w 
1 
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if God ſpeaks by a Aoſes, will you be- 
lieve? 'No. VVhat it God appear- 
eth-upon a Mount, and ſpeaks fig- 
nally, -will you believe now ? Yes, for 
a little while, but not long, as they 
did not.V Vill you believe by a Chriſt? 
No. (Crucifhe him.) Will you believe 
the Apoſtles? No, Will you believe 
us that ſpeak 2 No, No, you will be- 
lieve none? What is the reaſon of it, 
why wont you believe 2 VVhy,I think 
this is one reaſon : 

In very truth, faith the poor carnal 
wicked world. we do not believe that 
God is in good earneſt 3 none of them 
did, till they found the judgment up- 
on them. But why, you: poor finners, 
why do not you believe that God is 
10 good earneſt now? VVhy TI will 
tell: you, you flatter your ſelves thus; 
ſurely-God is a very good God, and 
he. hath done us good all our days3 
he hath been my God twenty,thirty; 
forty years; he hath fed me when hun- 
gry z and when naked he hath clothed 


me; 
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me; and 'when fick, he hath healed 
me and- mine 5 and when-in danger 
he” hath deliver'd; and do you. 
thiak that God will damn me, and 
burn me ( as you talk of )) at laſt? 
Ai, byt ſinner! hath not God ſaid 
he will 2 Ai, but fay you, God is 
not jn good earneſt 3 he threxzens 
us,, but as we threaten our Chil- 
dren, We threaten out Children 
ſometimes what we will do! and 
then" lay: down the rod again. At, 
but (inner ! God is not like a man, 
that he ſhould change. But fay 
you, he is good. 'Tis true, or elfe 
e would never have (tayed ſo longs 
but: for you to ſay: he is good, and 
will not therefore be true to his 
Word, that's ablurd. Why ſhould 
he not ( notwithſtanding all his 
goodneſs ): damn ſuch a rebel as 
thou art, as well as damn an Angel ? 
Thou art his Creature ? ſo were the 
Angels. Docs God give thee a- 
| G bua- 
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bundance-bf-the-glory-of-the carth? 
$o:God pave:trim abundance' of the 
Waty "of Heaven; and yet notwith- 
tanding allehis, for fin he threw 
the-Angels:dowa into Hel), and now 
they are Devils; 121 
« Why, if God' ſpared aot an An: 
gebp doft thon / think he-will ſpare 
a-maen or woman?" Nay, whea thou 
haft provoked thim to! wrath more 
than the» Devil, .doſt ghou 'think he 
will ſpare2thee; and not an Angel? 
God never offered a Saviour to the 
Devil,” but he offered.a Saviour to 
tfiee, that'if thou wilt repent and 
turn, he will (aye thee :: and wilt 
thou abuſe all', and go. on in thy 
wickedneſs? Why cerrainly, as thou 
ſinneſt more in this reſpect than the 
Devil, thou wilt as ſure go to hell 
as he did ;-'tis not your relation to 
God as Creatures, that. will fave 
you. '' Whar, (I pray) was the old 
World? 'Did: not God drawn _ 
. all? 
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11? were” not theymen and women 
39 you 7 and had tior they Children 
as well as you?! and had for: God 
bowels to them, *as''well as to you? 
But was God loth to drown'them ? 
Why, - firſt, - it repenteth me, faith 
God , that TI made them, I'will 
drown them all z *Tuſh, fay they, 
God 1s (o he will not. Bur I 
will, ſays God. You fay God hath 
done you good, and- heal'd you of 
many diſcaſes,and hath looked to you, 
and bleſfed you, and hath wrought 
wonders for you,"*4nd that therefore 
he will never damn/you. O poor 1n- 
ner! how {imply doſt thou cheat'thy 
ſelf ? Single me out any blind Drun- 
*ard, or unclean perſon, or ſelf-juſti- 
ciary,l would fingle thee out,and rea- 
ſon with thee this day ; God hath 
wrought wonders for me, he will not 
damn me (faiſt thon). Alas! that's 
true, ſays a poot drunken Water-man, 
F was at Sea, and was in danger tobe 
| ' drown'd 
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drown'd,and Godſaved me ; and do 
you think that he will dama me ! And 
ſaith-another,. ſych a time I was. rea- 
dy to fall off from a houſe, and God 
prevented me. - Why [I tell thee now, 
that though God does give many l(ig- 
nal mercies and tokens of his long 
fuffering to finners, he does not ia- 
tend therefore to ſave them. When 
God brought 7/rae/ out of Eg ypt, did 
God ever work ſuch Miracles tor you, 
as he did for them? Did God ever 
bring ten Plagues upon your enemies 
to deliver you from them ? Did God 
eVer-1n a danger that you have been 
in,makea Sea for you to pals through, 
and your life ſaved? And when you 
were hungry, and had no bread, did 
God ever rain bread dowa from hea» 
ven to you ?- When you were thirſty, 
did God ever bring water out of a 
Rock to quench your thirſt? Theſe, 
and ſuch things as theſe did God do 
for 1/rael. Here now was ſome Croune 
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for them to plead, and yet though 
God did this ; did he love 1/raet > 
that he would not deſtroy them ? No. 
He laid their Carcaſes as dung' in the 
wilderneſs, i1d ſwore in his wrath 
that they ſhould never enter into bis 
reft. T'le tell thee (inner, if thou li-- 
velt for forty years ' together -upon 
bread out of the Clouds, yet if thou 
liveſt and dieſt in"thy fins ;- thou 
wilt moſt certainly be damned.” God 
can be good, (man /) for all thou art 
damned ; for God is good to the An- 
gels that (tand, though the reſt that 
tell are in Hell; ſohe will be good1n 
his mercy to Saints'and Angels, when 
the wicked are thruſt down into Hell. 
God can be good, (man /) and God 
can do thee good,and when he hath 
done, he can hang thee up in flames. 
Alas, you ſee that commonly among 
your malefaQtors, Princes do allow 
their priſoners to have meat and 
drink, while they are in priſon, they 
G 3 ſhould 
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ſhontd not be ſtarved; and when con- 
demnedt0-be'hanged, there will be 
care taken," that! they ſhould be fed 
arid elothed;but when the day cones, 
&avay-they ate bound, afid to the cart 
and gallows they go. Thou priſoner/ 
(fr fo'thou art in the decree of God) 
before them* come: 10 that priſon of 
helkhe will fedd:ttice.and clothe thee, 
andyet all this: while intends to de- 
ſtroy thee if thou repent nor: 

:: At, but fy: you ,othere' 1s another 
reafon' of | oar/untieliet :- why truly, 
God hath threatned/fuch/great thugs 
thattbey-are ineredible.: VVhy,what 
are they > God threatens:>prifons:for 
Spifits; | Alas; we cart. underſtand 
how this ſpiritrſhoutid-hve' aftoriou? 
bodies are-dead;: that 'when our bo* 
dicp are: rotting'/1q/:the grave , our 
foulsſhodld be roaring in flames. And 
thea again God: rells-us of ther:Reſur- 
teftion of our bodies 5 How is it-poſ+ 
fable it ſhould be fo ?-And then agam, 
fy | God 
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God threatens to throw '6ur bodies 
id ouk jt Hall, tobe barned fob 
ever; ah credible thing'!| who can 
believe this, Wheti We'ead hatdly live 
fifty or thrdbſebre years ; "How -carl 
we be aliveforever' atid' ever? Ani 
that Chriſt ſhould judg theworld'3 ie 
i5-now fifteen hundred years ago 
wonderful things / Here has'been a 
deal of talking, but-tio perfd#: 
marice.” A tomipany "of" fables'/- we 
ev't believe them '; ard Whowoutd 
go o and venture to haks themſclye3 
and mif&fable 19 theaworld,' with 
fear an fepetit ance \with fear of 
theſe thihp® that” afe never like” ts 
come to'pals.' F know it; Minitters, chat 
theſe are"the workings of thy heart, 
as well as if T'was withit thee. VVhy; 
do you think there zve* athy ſuch here, 
that are of ſach a mind ?'why eraly 
5 Ickely, for there were fuch' in che 
Apoſtles days,and of this ſort of pe- 
ple the Apoſtle fp eaks in 2 Pet. 3's, 
That in the latter days there ſhould 
+ COME 
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come ſcafſerr,walking after their omn 

5-£-0ne after the luſt of unclean- 
neG,aoqther after-the luſt of drunken» 
ne : VVhat are. theſe walkers 2 Scof- 
fers. .VVhat do they ſeolf at 2 why 
they ſcoffed: at the- burning of. the 
world, andthe. day .of Judgment, 
V.Vhy do theſe men (coft.at it 2 why, 
I will tell you;z they ſcofi becauſe 
the Scripture does threaten the cter- 
pal burning of theſe ſort, of men that 
walk aftertheir own luſts, and they 
ery, Tuſb, we believe no ſuch. thing. 
VVell, and..thus they argue, ſaying, 
Where is the promiſe of his coming ? 
Chriſt aid, He monld; come, end be 
would come quickly. Here is a talk of 
his. coming, buf here is no Chrilt 
come; when will this Trumpet ſound? 
Nogno, for ſeee the fathers fell aſleep, 
all things eontinue as they were from 
the beginning of the Creation. : The 
Sun riſes as it did, and the Moon obs 
ſexves its courſe, we have yummy 
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and VVianter, and we ſee all . thi 
juſt as they have been for theſe five 
thouſand years,and we ſee no-change. 
No? (fith-the Apoſtle) dotft you > 
But, ſaith he, if you are ignorant of 
this one thing; you are wilſully igng- 
razt « VVhart is. that? why laith he, 
That by the Word of God, the heavens 
were of old, and the earth ſlanding out 

the water and in the water, where- 
by the world that then was, berug over- 
flowed with water, periſbed. Byt the 
beavens. and the earth which are now, 
by the ſame word are kept in ftore, re- 
ſerved unto fire againſt the day of 
judgment, and perdition of ungodly 
mer. I'le tell thee, . thou ſcoffer, and 
walker after thy luſts, Doſt thou not 
know that God once drowned the 
world ? if thou art 1gnorant, 'tis a 
wilful ignorance. And I pray you 
(coffers, is it not as cafe a thing ro 
conceive how God ſhould burn the 
world, as drown the world ? he hath 
done 
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aont'on 2tready "the Lord vp 
your exS'and hearts ts undecſtarid'it; 
You ow, as the ofd world feof- 
fed ar” ; bat they found that 
Wog6'$wards were true and you wi 
fradthirour words are true too. The 
Lord finks y ou with the atithority of 
the VVocd: that you may receive it as 
the Qtatle of God. This is the VVord 
of God, -2rr4 do yo uvhppoſe'it, 'and 
rb apain(t it, and (hght it'f you 
dare. Bax Fiknow you Have thit impiur- 
dere to do it. Bat then I furnmon 


ment ;3'do you. remember it then. 
"Thets arc ſeveral other workings 
of earaal hearts, by” which they en- 
courage” themfelves in their wick- 
ct hves. 
4 are they >'Come let me name 
'f fay you, we don't deny, bt 
God will condemn men, and we 


don't deny but God can —— 
a 


you to*Infiver it at the day of jadg-' 
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all his rhreatnings **But ſay yourwe 
are in ſuch: a body, © and our” bodies 
are in fuch; want $' yorr know” we 
maſt not ſtarve, and fuffer ourpodt 
wives" and © childret” to ' famiſh' for 
want of bread; and truly we* ate 
poor, ' and muſt - work for our 118 
vings; 'and we 'are fo' taker up, 
that "we have no' leifure” to” heat 
what 'God '-fays , ''of what  Chfſt 
hays 5 we'have ſcarce leifure to. read 
or hear rhe ' word of God :. This is 
another /thing. J 
> know you would fain 'be gone, 
but I will:telt yow'why I ſtay you 
ſo long3” I would faii (before” you 
Un out "of them doors')- have you 
believe. | If Gods Miniſters" *46 
ſo compatſionate' you, you ſhow 
compaſſionate 'your ſelves : Ah, "Brit 
lay ,you, Þ can't attend” it, I muſt 
be gone,” ny dinner waits for the; 
no; nor to morrow nenher. I have 
no time” at all to think of theſe 
things. 


( 92.) 
_ No ? Have you no time to 
think of them 2 Do you think that 
they don't +deferve your thoughts? 
Why, What are your poor badies 
(for 'which you labour ſo much), 


in-a compare to your ſouls? I tell 


thee (man )) if it were put to thy 
choice, ,that thou ſhould(ſt either 
ſtarve, or make uſe of the means of 
Grace; thou ſhould(t rather go and 
read, and kneel, and pray till thou art 
- faint, and canſt ſcarce riſe up : If one 
muſt periſh, ſoul or body ; let the 
body ſtarve. Thou poor creature! 
Thy ſoul is more worth than thy 
body; 'tis a thouſand times better 
that thy vody ſhould ſtarve, than 
that thy poor ſoul ſhould be damned. 
But, Starve ! Thou poor unbeliever! 
Thy wretched heart of unbelief de- 
cetves thee. I tell thee (man) ! (but 
that thou haſt no faith to entertain 
what'l ſay, I tell thee) if thou wilt 
but ſet thy ſelf, firſt to mind this 
great 
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great work of arg Hl ſoul; and pre- 
Eocdy Ark bow wilt fer thy 
to look upon thy ways, and con- 
ſes thy ſins, to turn to the Lord, to 
ay mightily, and to-pour out thy 


'| foul 1n ſecret to God, that he would 


pardon thee, and ſanRifie thee, and 
reform thee, and give thee grace: I 
tell thee, 1 dare promiſe thee in the 
ume of the Lord, that thou ſhalt live 
more comfortably as to this world, 
than ever thou did(t 1a all thy life. 
Why, will you promiſe that we ſhall 
grow richer by it 2. This 1-will pro- 
miſe thee in the name of the Lord, 
(and I am ſure 'tis true) that either 
thou ſhalt thrive more+jn the world, 
or elſe thou ſhalt be better contented 
with what thou haſt : and beſides, ir 
ſhall- be bleſſed to thee, that thou 
wilt ſay, it is fap-better to thee than 
abundance. Seek ye firſt the Kingdom 
of God and his righteouſneſs, and all 
other things ſhall be added to you. Do 
but 
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batiſer thyſelf to pray mightily to 
God,” that ' whatever he dow, he 
would'fave thy foul ; and then for 
thy.care, thou mighteſt caſt thy care 
wp6n” him yg your care diſtralts you, 
KX-4s-Gods ferting mm with you, that 
makes your care ſaccesful.' O poor 
fingers,” Jf you Were but acquainted 
with' God and Chriſt, you would 
have'a God to caſt your care upon. 
You Maſters of Families ; begin your 
day with God, bring your Families 
to God, make' it your great buſineſs 
to ſerve God ; and then truſt God 
for his bleſſing upon yourendeavours. 
There 1s another Reaſon. 

What is the reaſon that you do not 
believe ? That you beheve not God 
that ſpeaks by his Son, and by his 
Prophets ? Why truly I dare not be- 
lieve.' For (to ſpeal&plainly) I am fo 
in Jave with my fins, that I cannot 
think" to part wirh themz and I do 
profeſs, if 1 muſt be damn'd for _ 
_ I mu 


(95) 
Imuft run the. hazard, Such: deſpe:- 
rate {laves are Satan's (layes,”1 

they ſee Hell before them, and in they 
mult, if they repent not ; faith Chrit, 
Light is come into the world, and men 
love darkneſs rather than light, Why 7 


' becauſe their deeds are enil. 


love: their evil deeds, and love dark: 
neſs, and hate the /ight of the Gaſ- 
pel; they hate my word, becauſe my 
word threatens their deeds of dark- 
neſs with-Hellz they can't endureto 
ſee what is at the end of finning. I 
have kept you a long while; and fo 
God kept them above a hundred 
ears. 1 have ſpent one honr ( per- 
- half an hour more), but if ic 
were pollible that I could Preach an 
bundred years to an anbelzeving 
heart, it would never work upon 
him, without Gods Grace : Q there- 
fore reſiſt not Crace : When 1 have 
done all, 'tis God that fingles out 
one at one time, and another at ano- 
ther 
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ther- time, and then another, and 
ſometimes many at once, and opens 
their eyes and hearts, and makes ſuch 
a Sermon bear upon them, and com: 
mandeth their hearts to ſtrike in 
with the word : And if the.Lord does 
but bleſs the word, to take hold of 
ſome poor youth, whether man or 
maid; itis worth all my labour that 
I have ſpent in Preaching : If the 
Lord would but bring ſome poor ſoul 
to believe, that the word gf God is 
true, and that 1t 19 as certain that they 
will be damn'd, if they repent not, as 
is was certain that the old world was 
drown*d: This might be the beginning 
of a new life. O 'tis an hour well 
ſpent, and thou wilt blefs God for it, 
if he will come in- with light upon 
thee, and make thee believe the Goſpel, 
that Chriſt is willing to ſave every pe- 
nitent' (inner that 18 brought thus to 
believe in him. O that God would 


be pleaſed to convince you that he is 
in 


(97) 
in good earneſt to damn the wicked 
an] impenitent agaer 3 but to bleſs 
ternal life, every 


and crown with 
obedient ſoul. 


Iam forced to cut off many things that 
T have to ſay; But the Lord in hea- 


ver bleſs this word unto you. 


— Ck 
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